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New Kuwait cabinet sworn In 

KUWA IT. (AP) — A near 16-man cabinet that taefadeysix potitfciimi 
drawn from oppodthm ranks',' the. largest number ewer, was sworn fa 
l Sarfay. In a ceremony at Bayan Palace, the rnfafeten pledged to 
fSbeikh Jaber AI Ahmad A1 Sabah to respect the constitution, abide by the 
law and defend, the. people’s freedoms, interests and money.Thc nne. 
oaAwffl bo taken by deputies of the SO-tnember parliament Tuesday rail 
begins its first session following elections in which opposition M 

swept 35 seats. The cabinet include she parliament memben drawn fitraa 
■ opposition rads, double the largest number chosen before. It abo 
mdaded four members of the rafing family in addition to Sheikh Saad Al 
AbddUh Al Sabah, the crown prince and prime p M iktw the remainhw 
mmistm are nou-roya! technocrats. “This cabinet win improvethe 
relationship between the legislative and the executive authority,” Ahmad 
A] Rnbei. the dew education minister, told the Associated Pres 
stray m page 2). 
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Kabul agrees to withdraw militia 

.KABUL (AP) -- The beieagured Islamic government bowed Sunday to 
tnegade rebd chief Gvlbuddm Hekmatyar’s demand that a commando- 
style mania leave the capital. Shomali Khan told reporters outside the 
.Iwmnly-ftntilied presidential palace where be met Interim President 
Bu rii a an d dui Rabbani that troops would leave Kabul Monday. Hated by 
Mr. H ek waiy ar for their communist past, the militia joined the resistance 
carter tins year to toppk President Najibullah and end Afghanistan’s 
14-ycpr dv9 ww that left nearly two mOHon Afghans dead and more than 
five mMB o n refugees in Pakistan and Iran. Mr. Hekmatyar has refused to 
join the rebd government that replaced Mr. Najibullah in April until 
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; capital, (see page 2) Mr. Mohammadi said Saturday’s meeting was hdd 
to prevent another assault on the city by Mr. Hekmatyar. The rebd 
leaders, including the ultra-onhodox Rasul Sayyaf and Yunis Khalis. also 
warned Mr. Rabbani against bolding on to power after his term expires 
OcL 28. 
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rown Prince 
Attends Chicago 
anquet 


Y v , £L rfMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
^igbness Crown Prince Hassan 
today attended a hutch ban- 
et. held in his honour by Al 
r <heis Society in Chicago tod 
'canal Jordanian societies in UK- 
» ~ > S. is. At the banquet, which was 
-o attended by their- Royal 
' ^-^mess Princesses Sarvath Al 

. -Nissan and Princess Rahtria, 

t-ince Hassan conveyed the 
^ dietings of His Majesty King 
*' '-' J ossein and the Jordanian peo- 
j? It to members of the Arab 
^.^riununity in Chicago. Several 

- timbers of the society, named 

y.er Al Fnheis town in Jordan, 
■ * hvered addresses welcoming 

- -C.V .r» Crywn Prince, and vokang 

-■ Jordanian community’s joy 

.et King Hussein’s recovery 
: ^>m the surgery be underwent in 

- 1: U.S. At the banquet. Prince 

... -,'Jnsan was presented with token 

from a representative of 

- l^ nois governor and from die 

raety. Princess Sarvath and 
incess Rahma were also pre- 
ited with token gifts from 
r robers of the Al Fnbess Sotie- 
A1 Fuheis is a town loaded 
out 15 tdkmetres west of Am- 


in. 


tie, UAE hold 
lldarlty talks 
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iV DHABI (AP) — The 

- xetary-general of die Arab 
-ague arrived Sunday for talks 

- ri» Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
rj bayan on divisions in the Arab 
r.orld. The official Emirates 
r : ws Agency quoted Secretary 

• sneral Esmat Abdul Meguid as 
. pressing hope “for real Arab 
nidarity ... and healing the rifts 
,.ong the breakthrough.*’ Mr. 
-:.<dul Meguid spoke to the agen- 
after meeting with Sheikh 
i, the president of die Un- 
Arab Emirates. 

uake shakes 
geria; no 
isualties reported 

jGIERS (AP) — Algerians jit- 
j from the deadly Cairo earth- 
7 ike in Egypt fled their homes 
;;a moderate temblor rattled 
Western port of the country, 
” : authorities Sunday reported 

- y casualties. The earthquake 

- • i Saturday registered 5 on the 
• drier scale, Algeria’s Centre of 

’ nononmy and Geophysic Re- 

- rch reported. It centred on 
'- ;: n Temoucbent, a small town 
-- 1 kilometres west of the capital. 

e shaking sent residents pour- 
'• into the streets, fearful their 
.-ms would collapse like the 

- -effing? that tumbled in last 
tnday’s quake in Cairo that 

. ed at least 534 people, police 
J. Many slept on the sidewalks 
1 returned to their houses only 
; iday morning. No casualties or 
ious damage was reported. In 
’■ 0, a quake destroyed the west- 

’ -town of Ai Asnam, killing 
>00 people and leaving 
vusands hurt. An earthquake in 
killed about 20 people in 
?ers and left injured several 
■idred. 

. inmen hit Algerian 

- ’lice post 

3IERS (R) — Three gunmen 
ausly wounded a local police- 
-:» when they burst into his post 
rest Algeria and opened fire, 
official news agency APS said 
day. They struck in Saf-Saf 
r Mostaganem, some 270 

- " ■ metres west of Algiers, Satur- 

morning. The pofioeman was 
-by three bullets and was in 
' 3 us condition. More than 140 

- ibers of die security forces 

~ been killed in Algeria since 

February. The authorities 
ie the attacks on Muslim fun- 
entalists seeking to over- 
_ w the government and create 
: slanric state. 


\ 1 s- 

>*'• 

nton: Turkey must 

hdrawfrom 

prus 

- TENS (R) — U.S. Democra- 

'■ -. esidcntiaJ nominee Bill Clin- 
*’ vas quoted Sunday as telling 
-■/-Bek newspaper that Turkey 
• id withdraw its troops from 
us so that the island amid be 
’ ited. “A just solution in the 
• us problem presupposes the 
^ trawal of Turkish occupation 
s. The United States must 
Turkey in this direction,’' 
■- ; .y Clinton was quoted as saying 
. i interview with the Athens 
’ ay paper “To Vima.” 


Arabs endorse 7th round 
of peace talks, reiterate 
quest for total solution 


By Ayman AI Safodi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Arab parties to 
peace negotiations with Israel 
Sunday ended a two-day coor- 
dination meeting in Amman , 
saying that they will send repre- 
sentatives to the seventh round of 
bilateral talks scheduled to con- 
vene in W ashing ton Wednesday, 
but they also reaffirmed their 
commitment to a comprehensive 
peace on the basis of a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from all Arab 
territories occupied since 1967. 

The meeting was earlier de- 
scribed as a regular session to 
organise Arab position ahead of 
the seventh round of peace talks 
but observers said it had taken on 
added significance in light of re- 
ports that Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa was seeking 
the meeting’s response to a set of 
Israeli proposals following his 
visit to Israel earlier tins month. 

Participants at die meeting de- 
nied, however, that Mr. Musa 
had presented any .such offers. 

Mr. Musa “did not present any 
proposals to the meeting,” said 
head of the Jordanian delegation 
to the peace talks Abdul Sahun 
Al Majali. 

In a joint statement issued at 
the end of the meeting, Jordan, 
Syria. Lebanon, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) and 
Egypt said dial the settlement of 


the Arab-Israeli conflict should 
be “comprehensive and should 
proceed on aD fronts in accord- 
ance with the principles upon 
which the peace process was laun- 
ched” in Madrid, Spain, in Octo- 
ber last year. 

The meeting “reviewed de- 
velopments in the peace process 
and reiterated the commitment of 
the Arab side to the peace pro- 
cess and the basic Arab principles 
which were” adopted in Damas- 
cus on July 25, said the state- 
ment, read out by Foreign Minis- 
ter Kamel Abu Jaber at the end 
of a three-and-a-half boor second 
session at the Jordan Intercon- 
tinental Hotel. 

The Damascus meeting called 
for PLO participation in the 
peace talks along with Palesti- 
nians from Jerusalem and those 
hving in die diaspora; demanded 
a total freeze of Israeli settlement 
activities in the occupied territor- 
ies, commitment to comprehen- 
sive peace in die region and frill 
implementation of LLN. Security 
Council resolutions 242, 338, 425; 
and urged Israel to show proof of 
abandoning the former Likud 
government’s policy of prolong- 
ing and obstructing the peace 
talks. 

‘ B laming the failure of tile sixth 
round of peace talks, which en- 
ded in Washington last month, to 
produce any rod progress ou the 
lack of a “dear Israeli strategy for^ 


peace,” the delegates urged 
Israel to withdraw from an Arab 
territories occupied since 1967 in 
compliance 1 with international 
legitimacy. 

The delegations, headed by 
Dr. Abu Jaber, Syrian Fbreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa, head 
of the Political Department at the 
FLO Farouk Kaddoumi, Ambas- 
sador J safer Muadi from Leba- 
non, rod Mr. Musa of Egypt 
demanded that Israel implement 
resolutions 242, 33S and 425, rod 
urged the , co-sponsors of the 
peace talks, the United States 
and Russia, to in ten s ify their 
efforts to push the peace process 
forward. 

According to Saeb Erekat, 
member of the Palestinian team, 
tiie meeting cleared tension be- 
tween the PLO and Syria over 
Palestinian statements voicing 
fear that Damascus would enter 
into a separate peace treaty with 
Tel Aviv in return for an Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Golan Heights. 

“The reports (about a separate 
Syrian-lsraeli deal) were an 
attempt by Israel to divide the 
Arabs,” Mr. Ereikat said. Syria is 
committed to a comprehensive 
solutions and “whatever tension 
that existed is now cleared,” Mr. 
Ereikat said. 

Sources who attended the 

(Corathned on page 7) 


Ashrawi regrets attacks on Israelis 
after van blast kills woi 




OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) Palestinian spokes- 
woman Han an Ashrawi Sunday 
expressed her sorrow over the 
bombing of an Israeli van in the 
occupied West Bank in which a 
woman was ‘killed. 

Saturday night's attack, the 
latest in a wave of bloody inci- 
dents leading up to the resump- 
tion of Midcast peace talks in 
Washington this week, increased 
pressure on Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s government crack 
down on the Palestinians. 

Israeli officials demanded that 
the Palestinians condemn (he 
attatic, but Dr. Ashrawi refrained 
from censuring it outright. 

“I honestly regret the loss of 
innocent fives,” said Dr. 'Ashra- 
wi, spokeswoman for the Palesti- 
nian delegation to Middle East 
peace talks. 

“I find it extremely unfortun- 
ate and sad and painful that 
people have to continue paying 
with their lives for such an 


ongoing conflict,” she told Israel , 
Radio. 

“While we are not going to 
compare pain, I just think that 
the fact of the occupation has to 
come to an end so that we can 
approach each others as human 
beings and not as two parties in 
conflict," she said. 

Dr. Ashrawi left Sunday for 
the seventh round of peace talks 
scheduled to begin Wednesday in 
Washington. 

“Hearing condemnation is not 
only needed and wanted, but it’s 
essential,” said Police Minister 
Moshe Shaba! on Israeli Radio. 
Radio. 

The roadside bomb blast also 
wonuded nine others, two 
seriously, and brought the death 
toD for the week to seven Palesti- 
nians and three Israelis. 

Hundreds of Jewish youths 
stoned Arab cars in the southern 
Galilee Saturday night in revenge 
for the death of a local fanner in 
bis fields. And on Sunday morn- 


ing, dozens of Jewish settlers 
from the occupied territories de- 
monstrated outside Mr. Rabin's 
residence. 

The right-wing opposition 
Likud Party blamed gie violence 
on the government’s conciliatory 
policies. 

Likud lawmakers will meet 
Tuesday at the slain farmers set- 
tlement in protest of the de- 
teriorating situation. 

Authorities said the van trig- 
gered a trip-wired roadside bomb 
27 kilometres east of Tel Aviv 
and caught fore. Most of the 10 
occupants escaped but a jammed 
door trapped a woman inside. 

“My wife bad difficulty getting 
out. The fire spread quickly and 
she died in the flames,'’ her hus- 
band told Israel Radio moments 
after the blast. 

Mr. Shaba] called an emergen- 
cy meeting of the top officers to 
discuss improving security.. 

(C onti nued oa page 5) 


Cairo calm after night of 
protests but police still around 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Riot 
police remained deployed around 
Cairo Sunday but the city was 
quiet after a night of violent 
demonstrations by around 5,000 
people left homeless by a killer 
earthquake who protested Jack of 
government aid and bousing. 

Police started questioning 58 
people arrested after a demon- 
stration by 1,000 people in Bolaq 
area turned viojetit with people 
burning tyres and throwing stones 
at street lights, shop windows,- 
and al Akhbar newspaper's 
offices. 

Two demonstrators were in- 
jured by shots, but police said 
they were fired by security men at 
the Al Akhbar newspaper and 
not by policemen. 

President Hosni Mubarak and 
a Red Crescent official acknow- 
ledged that there have been de- 
lays in relief and housing reaching 
thousands of people left homeless 
by Monday's earthquake which 
measured 5.9 on the Richter 
scale. 

The quake left 543 people dead 
and 6,512 wounded. Thousands 
of buildings around the, country 
were destroyed or damaged. 

“With the increase in the size 
of the problem, maybe there was 
some sort of red tape by some 


officials,” Mr. Mubarak told re- 
porters Sunday when asked to 
comment about the demonstra- 
tions. “The state does not rest 
day or- night ... it coukl take, 
between (tor and six weeks be- 
fore .each person whose home 
collapsed gets a new one.” 

Abdul Wahab Shalaby of the 
Red Orescent, which is coordinat- 
ing relief effort with the govern- 
ment and other organisations, 
said that few of the refief supplies 
donated by the international 
community rod Egyptians have 
been dfoributed. 

“We have only distributed a 
few supplies to some organisa- 
tions, 100 blankets here and 
there. But the rest is waiting for 
the final comprehensive tabula- 
tion of those affected by the 
earthquake and what they need. 
Uris will be realty today," . Mr. 
Shalaby told the Associated 


President Mubarak warned 
against street protests, saying 
,“kmd voices" would not influ- 
ence government relief opera- 
tions. 

Mr. Mubarak said everyone 
would receive shelter but the 
process could take four to six 
weeks. 

“We should be patient,” Mr. 


Mubarak told reporters. “Mar- 
ches and loud voices will not 
prevent us from proceeding along 
the road drawn by the state to 
solve the problem. " 

But people queueing outside 
gove rnm ent offices in search of 
assistance said the gov ernm e n t 
was ignoring them. 

“We would like the president 
to come down on the streets and 
see what the state of people is 
fike,” said Ahmad Salim, a father 
of six with tears in his eyes. 

Riot police kept a dose watch 
on Cairo flashpoints after the 
street protests Saturday. 

Armoured tracks and vehicles 
packed with riot police were 
poised at major intersections in 
bulaq, where police fired-tear gas 
Saturday night to scatter youths 
throwing stones. 

Streets were crowded with nor- 
mal traffic and the only signs of 
th,e riots were three smashed traf- 
fic lights and burn marks on 
streets from a few fires. 

Mr. Salim said the Mnsfim 
Brotherhood, a fundamentalist 
group credited by many Egyp- 
tians with responding faster to the 
needs of earthquake victims than 
the gove rnmen t, had visited them 
and promised to help. 

(Continued on page 5) 



KING MEETS ARAB DELEGATES: EDs 
Mafinlj Ktag Bnradn Sunday receives at Raghdan 
Palace the foreign mhdsters aad chief detegrtes of 
Syria, Egypt, L e banon, the Paksttae Liberation 
Org anis ation (PLO) and Jordan who concl u d e d a 
coo ufiualf on HMmirag here ahead of this week's 
resumption of Arab-Israeli peace talks. The King 


was briefed on the outcome of the meethig. Efis 
Mqjesty underfilled the need for continued coop- 
eration among the Arab parties concerned and 
rei ter a t e d that a peace s ettie me n t should be based 
on internati onal legitimacy, comprehensive sotu- 
tiona on al fronts and aH tracks (Petra photo) 


Shbeilat and Qarrash lawyers quit 
case in protest over ‘secret’ witness 


By Sana Attyeh 
and P.V. Vivekanand 

MAKKA — The three-week old 
trial involving Lower House of 
Parliament members Laith 
Shbeilat and Yacoub Qarrash 
took a dramatic turn Sunday with 
lawyers defending the two de- 
psrffcs withdrawing from the case 
in protest against the court’s 
handling of the proceedings and 
after Mr. Shbeilat declared an 
indefinite hunger-strike in deten- 
tion. 

Sunday’s dramatic develop- 
ments were also highlighted 
when, for the second time since 
die trial began, a large crowd 
gathered outside the State Secur- 
ity Court in Marka to chant slo- 
gans in support of Mr. Shbeilat 
and pledging to continue their 
protests m support of the deputy, 
who, they maintained, was “inno- 
cent and clean." 

Mr. Shbeilat and Sheikh Qar- 
rash, along with two shopkeep- 
ers, are accused of belonging to 
an illegal organisation called Sha- 
bab Al Nafeer Al bland, whose 
objective, according to the pro- 
secution, was to replace the reg- 


ime with a caliphate-style lead- 
ership, and of. possession of arms 
and explosives. 

The two deputies are also 
charged with instigating others to 
topple tiie regime and undermin- 
ing Jordaman-Iraqi relations. In 
addition, Mr. Shbeilat faces 
charges of slandering Ms Majesty 
■ the King and members of Pariia- 
ment. 

The withdrawal by the defence 
team came in protest against a 
secret session the court held 
Saturday, where a witness identi- 
fied (Ally as “Yassin Ramadan 
Yassin” testified against Mr. 
Shbeflat, in what Praading Judge 
Lieutenant- Colonel Yousef 
Faouri described as a voluntary 
move by the witness “to reveal 
the truth.” 

“The defence lawyeis argued 
that Saturday's session was un- 
scheduled and they were not 
given enough prior notice to 
attend the session. Some of them 
said they were not informed at 
all. Judge Faouri responded that 
the presence of one or two de- 
fence lawyeis was enough since it 
was a collective team that repre- 
sented the defendants. 


Another major disagreement 
between prosecution and defence 
Saturday was over cross- 
examining the witness, who, 
according to court sources, wore 
a headdress which masked most 
of his face and who averted any 
face-to-face contact with the de- 
fence. 

Prosecutor-General Mohannad 
Efijazi said the witness did not 
want to reveal his identity and 
was in a harry to get back to “his 
country” and hence the secret, 
unscheduled session Saturday. 
Major Hfjazi would only ay that 
the witness was an “Arab nation- 
al," and did not pubKdy identify 
the country be came from. 

Defence lawyers Ibrahim Bakr, 
Mahmoud Hammad and Jamal 
Dmour, who did attend Satur- 
day’s session, asked for four days 
to prepare their questioning of 
the witness and the prosecution 
objected, citing the witness* 
travel plans. The court ruled for 
immeefiate questioning and the 
defence declined and then noti- 
fied the court of their withdrawal 
from the case. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hassan n 
hopes to 
mediate 
Arab rifts 


RABAT (R) — Morocco’s King 
Hassan sets out on his biggest 
tour of the Middle East for 30. 
years this week in a drive to heal 
regional rifts and push forward 
Arab-Israeli peace efforts. 

Officials said he would try to 
reforge Arab solidarity after the 
Gulf war and heal splits between 
individual states. 

The Moroccoan monarch, who 
has close ties with the United 
States and Europe, which he 
visits frequently, will tour Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emi- 
rates. Jordan, Syria and Egypt. 

A senior palace source said the 
tour would start Tuesday — the 
day before Middle East peace 
talks were due to resume in 
Washington. The King would 
head a large government delega- 
tion to Jeddah to confer with 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia. 

The source said tbe main topics 
at bis talks in the five states would 
be the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, inter- Arab disputes, the rise 
of Muslim fundamentalism, sanc- 
tions against Iraq^and Libya, and 
bilateral economic and financial 
relations. 

Reports that the king would try 
to arrange a meeting in Morocco 
between Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin were described 
by the source as “pure fantasy.” 

King Hassan, 63, had inconclu- 
sive talks in Morocco with an 
earlier Israeli prime minister, Shi- 
mon Peres, in July 1988. Their 
.meeting prompted Mr. Assad to 
brand Mm as a traitor to the Arab 
cause. Rabat broke off relations 
with Damascus but they were 
restored m January 1989. 

“King Hassan’s forte is as a 
moderate mediator. On tbe 
Western edge of the Arab world, 
he is not directly involved in 
Middle East crises and can view 
them dispassionately,” a senior 
Western diplomat said. 

The king is reputed to have 
helped to arrange the visit to 
occupied Jerusalem by former 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. 
He has said several times be is 
willing to talk to the Israelis “as 
long as they have something con- 
structive to say.” 

(Costumed on page 5) 


U.N. team continues hunt for Scud missiles in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) —*■ Un- 
ited Nations experts looking for 
Scud missiles left their Ba g hdad 
hotel Sunday to inspect undis- 
closed sites outride the Iraqi 
capital, a U.N. source said. 

The 50-member team, led by 
Nikita Suridovich of Russia, is 
checking intelligence reports that . 
Iraq may still have hundreds of 
Scud missiles left over from an 
arsenal of 919 either bought from 
the Soviet Unioh or developed 
domestically in the form of 
extended-range variants — the Al 
Hussein, Al Abbas and Sejeel. 

Iraq fired some of these- mis- 
siles at Israel and Saudi Arabia 
during the war over Kuwait in 
1991. 

Under the terms of a Gulf war 
ceasefire, Iraq must get rid of 
missiles with a range greater than 
150 kflometres and dismantle its 
facilities for producing them. 

It was Mr. Smidovim’s second 


day hunting Scud missiles. On 
Saturday be visited several sites 
but refused to answer reporters* 
questions about his findings. 

A U.N. source in Baghdad 
said: “They are out in the field 
right now. They've gone to an 
undisclosed site outside Bagh- 
dad." “ 

On Saturday, the inspectors 
boarded German-made helicop- 
ters and flew well inside the 
West’s “no-fly” zone m the 
south, said the source, who asked 
not to be named. 

The United Nations coordin- 
ates its flight into the “no-fly” 
zones in the south and the north 
with the Western powers enforc- 
ing them — the United States, 
Britain and France. 

Iraq had tried to postpone Mr. 
Smidovich’s mission and then 
asked Rolf Ekeus, the bead of the 
U.N. special commission on 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- 


tion, to take 
The Uni 


Nations tamed 


down Iraq’s requests but the dis- 
agreement has had little apparent 
effect on the mission. 

“We have long-term relations 
with them (the Iraqis). They 
know us. We know them," Mr. 
Smidovich said on Saturday. 

Some Iraqis have thrown toma- 
toes at the Sheraton Hotel, where 
tbe U.N. inspectors are staying. 
Restaurants refuse to serve the 
inspectors and taxi drivers will 
not cany them. 

Mr. Smidovich had said he was 
aware of the public animosity but 
Ms team was acting under a 
Security Council mandate. 

Information Minister Hamed 
Yousef Hummadi said Saturday 
the government would cooperate 
with Mr. Smidovich’s mission and 
ensure the safety of Ms team. 

Iraq’s latest dealings with the 
U.N. indicate that smooth rela- 


tions are of utmost importance 
for Baghdad in the final weeks 
before the U.S. presidential elec- 
tion, diplomats say. 

“There is a visible change in 
the Iraqi attitude,” said Shaukat 
Farced, who helped negotiate tbe 
package in Ms role as deputy to 
Jan Eliasson, U.N. 
undersecretary-general for huma- 
nitarian affairs. “The government 
seems to be more understand- 
ing." 

Ordinary Iraqis as well as the 
government are showing great 
interest in tbe fete of President 
George Bosh, who rallied the 
military coalition that forced Iraq 
to leave Kuwait and who has 
resolved that U.N. sanctions 
should remain in place until Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein is driven 
from power. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Somali faction agrees to deployment of U.N. troops 


MOGADISHU (R) — The clan 
faction controlling northwest 
Somalia Sunday agreed to the 
deployment of U.N. troops to 
guard relief operations, U.N. 
officials said. 

Qan elders and leaders of the 
Somali National Movement 
(SNM), tbe separatist rulers of 
the region known as Somaliland, 
announced in a letter they had 
agreed to allow troops to be 
stationed in the port of Berbera. 
a U.N. statement said. . 

“A formal agreement will be 
signed in the coming days,” said 
the statement. 

dan leaders in some other 
areas are still resisting deptoy- 
ment of U.N, guards. 
Mogadishu-based warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed said 


Saturday be did not want any 
foreign forces other than 500 
Pakistanis who arrived in the 
capital last month. 

He wants the United Nations 
to fond the creation of a 6.000- 
strong police force under his con- 
trol instead. 

On Friday the U.N. Security 
Council warned factions which 
have carved Somalia into waning 
fiefdoms not to block efforts to 
deploy 3,500 U.N. troops who 
will help distribute food to 4.5 
million people affected by 
femme. 

The Pakistani battalion is due 
to move into the port and airport 
this week to start ootnl 
ditty . 

A further 750 Canadian troops 


are expected to arrive in the north- 
eastern port of Bossasso next 
month. , 

Al Itahad, a group of Islamic 
fundamentalists . whose militias 
have been active in the northeast, 
has warned the U.N. not to de- 
ploy the Canadians. • 

The U.N. also wants to send 
troops to foe famine-hit southern 
port of Kismayu and has yet to 
get the Kenyan government to 
agree to the deployment of 
peacekeeping troops along its bor- 
*der with Somalia. 

Renewed fighting erupted in a 
large area of tbe south last week 
and relief workers feeding over 
200,000 people had to be evacu- 
ated. 

The U.N. statement urged 
other clan leaders who have riot 


accepted foreign troops to heed 
calls by the Security Council and 
the U.N.’s special representative 
for Somalia. 

“The delay in deploying secur- 
ity personnel to ensure tbe effec- 
tive delivery of humanitarian 
assistance would only prolong the 
suffering of their people,” it said. 

- U.N. sources say Austria, Bel- 
gium and Egypt have agreed to 
send forces but it is not yet dear 
who will be stationed in Berbera. 

The northwest seceded 17 
months ago as Somalis spiralled 
into anarchy following the over- 
throw of dictator Mohammad 
Siad Bane in January 1991. The 
region was a British colony until 
.it joined tbe rest of Somalia, 
which had. been under Italian 
rule, at indenendence in 1960. 
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UNICEF confident Iraq 
relief plan will go ahead 


By Laney Salisbury 
and P.V. Vtvekanand 


AMMAN — The chief ex- 
ecutive officer of a U.N. 
agency left Amman Sunday 
voicing confidence that new 
agreement he had worked 
out with the Iraqi govern- 
ment on relief operations in 
the war-ravaged country 
would be implemented soon. 

- “I expect this relief opera- 
tion will work out relatively 
smoothly and get off on a 
large-scale very quickly,” 
said Janies P. Grant, execu- 
tive director of the United* 
Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), before he flew 
out of Jordan after an over- 
night stop. 

Mr. Grant, who arrived 
here late Saturday after 
spending four days of labou- 
rious negotiations with Iraqi 
officials in Baghdad, said he 
was convinced that the Bagh- 
dad government would hon- 
our its pan of the bargain. 

"The Iraqi government has 
made it dear in many ways 
that they are keenly in- 
terested in the relief prog- 
ramme and that it would 
{ make the programme work.” 

( he told the Jordan Times as 
he left the UNICEF regional 
office in Amman after a 
meeting with staff members. 

Mr. Grant, whose negotia- 
tions with Iraq were stymied 
by Baghdad's insistence that 
it assume total responsibility 
for distribution of relief sup- 
plies, said: “It is a program- 
me for all of Iraq, induding 
the three northern gove mo- 


rales.” 

The UNICEF duef was 
referring to the areas control- 
i led by Knrdish dissidents 
opposed to the regime of 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

Mr. Grant said the opera- 
tions planned under the new 
agreement induce the supply 
of “badly-needed spare 
parts” for water-pumping 
equipment and other machin- 
ery involved in humanitarian 
relief. 

Iraq is still under an inter- 
national embargo imposed 
after its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, but food and 
medicine and “supplies re- 
lated to relief” are exempt 
from the sanctions. However, 
Baghdad argues that h is 
unable to purchase its essen- 
tial needs because of the lack 
of funds. 

Mr. 'Grant said be was 
“satisfied with the prospect 
that more than 90 per cent of 
the new programme wilt 
move forcefully and smooth- 
ly." 

Mr. Grant was accompa- 
nied by senior U.N. officials, 
induding Shawkat Farced, a 
deputy to Jan Eliasson, the 
under-secretary general for 
humanitarian affairs. 

The agreement in prindple 
reached between Mr. Grant 
and the Iraqi officials in ex- 
pected to be formalised at the 
U.N. headquarters on Mon- 
day. It ends months of cer- 
tainty over international re- 
lief efforts in Iraq following 
the expiry of an earlier agree- 
ment. 


Differences remain over 
the strength of United Na- 
tions guards to be deployed 
in Iraq supervise the distribu- 
tion of relief supplies. Iraq 
wants their number to be 
around ISO, while the U.N. 
insists on 300 to 500. 

A total of about C00 mil- 
lion is expected to be spent in 
Iraq under the. new agree- 
ment. Roughly Half of it will 
go to die Kurdish-controlled 
areas in the north. 

Supply to the north was 
one of the major sticking 
points in die U.N. -Iraq nego- 
tiations. Baghdad insisted 
that the lion’s share of sup- 
plies be distributed in Central 
Iraq - and the agreement 
reached Saturday was seen as 
compromise. 

The U.N. wants to send 
fuel, food and medicine be- 
fore winter sets in to a “safe 
haven” for the Kurds set up 
by the American-led Western 
coalition which fought Iraq 
out of Kuwait last year. 

Over 1-5 million Kurds fled 
their villages to Iran and Tur- 
key -after a rebellion they 
staged against the govern- 
ment after the war foiled. 

Most of them have re- 
turned to the “protective 
zone.” 

Mr. Grant also addressed 
the pressing question of im- 
munisation for Iraqi children. 
He said the agreement, wfaiqfi 
will be valid until March 31, 
includes a “nationwide im- 
munisation campaign," 
which is expected to be com- 
pleted by Jan. 31, 1993. 

He said the immunisation 



James P. Gnat 


programme will be launched 
throughout Iraq and that by 
Jan. 31, 1993, 80 per cent of 
Iraq’s children will be vaccin- 
ated against measles. 

But, some Amman-based 
relief groups that travel often 
to Iraq say the new aid prog- 
ramme may be too late. 

According to the Middle 
East Council of Churches, 
child mortality rates have 
risen between three to five 
per cent since the exodus of 
non-governmental Organisa- - 
tions (NGOs) earlier this 
year. 

Two new diseases are 
spreading among children, 
and according to the Jordan 
Red Crescent Society, Iraq 
does not have medical sup- 
plies to screen blood for 
hepatitis B, a virus that - 
attacks the liver and is con- 
tracted from unsanitary food 
and water. 

“We are going to be facing 
a weak generation of Iraqi 
children. It is really dis- 
astrous,” said Jordan Red 
Crescent Society Vice- 
President Mohammad A1 
Hadid. 


Newspaper probe says U.S. decided 
Italy knew nothing of Iraq loans 


NEW YORK (AP) — Tiie New 
York Times reported Sunday that 
an investigation of U.S. docu- 
ments shows the Department of 
Justice believed die Italian gov- 
ernment knew a bank h owned 
secretly loaned billions of dollars 
tolraq. 

The nffions in loans Jidped the 
Iraqi government rebuild from 
the Iran-Lraq war for its invasion 
of Kuwait, and have spun off a 
federal court case and an embar- 
rassing political problem during 
President George Bush’s reelec- 
tion campaign. 

However, the Times report 
says, the Department of Justice 
“inexplicably” changed its mind 
just before the 1991 federal in- 
dktment of Christopher Dragoul, 
a bank- officer at the Atlanta 
branch of Banca Na&onale del 
Lavoro (BNC), 

Before that, the report says, a 
Nov. 29. 1990 memo from the 
chief of the Department of 
Justice fraud section, 
Lawrence A. Urgenson, com- 
plained of a “victual absence of 
any hard . probing of Rome’s 
guflt” 

But then the Department of 
Justice suddenly agreed with the 
federal prosecutors investigating 


the case, who in late 1989 decided 
that the Italian government must 
fore beta unaware of the illegal loans, 
the report says. 

“During 1989 and 1990, the 
I talian government extensively 
lobbied United States govern- 
ment officials, including the 
Ameri can ambassador in Rome 
fHwi senior adminis tration offi- 
cials in Washington, explaining 
that tire case could have severe 
foreign policy implications,” the 
Times said. 


The Times concluded that if 
the Tmlian government was aware 
of the loans its bank had made to 
Iraq and “was Somehow in- 
volved, die scandal could have 
damaged Italy’s banking system 
and toppled the government of 
Premier Giuho Andreotti.” 


Hie acting U.S. attorney in 
Atlanta, Gemlyn Brill, was re- 
cently quoted as saying that her « 
team of prosecutors went into the 
case in August 1969 with an open 
mind , “but we never came up 
with evidence higher-ups were 
involved,” die Times said. 

However, the Times cited 
memos from Mr. Urgenson as 
complaining that the prosecutors 
relied almost wholly on BNL 


officers in New York and Rome 
for their evidence. 

The prosecution team also felt 
it was essential to portray the 
Italian government as an inno- 
cent victim of the bank fraud in 
order to todd a coherent case that 
would bold up in court, the Times 

reported. 

In 1991, Mr- Dragoul was 
charged as the mastermind of the 
hank fraud scheme, involving $5 
billion in loans to Iraq and other 
countries. He pleaded guilty, but 
later withdrew his plea, and the 
case will now go to trial. 

Democrats are making dark 
hints that the case is a good 
example of President Bush’s cod- 
ding of Iraq for strategic purposes 
as a co un terweight to Inn’s influ- 
ence in the Mideast. 

The Bush administration has 
denied that it tried to cover up 
U.S. knowledge of the BNL loan 
scandal, and under their press- 
ure, last week the U.S. attorney 
general named a special investi- 
gator to look into the administra- 
tion’s handling of the case. 

The Times report said its inves- 
tigations “do not resolve such 
questions” about hidden motives 
or a potential coverup. 


Opposition 

unhappy 
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Kuwaiti 
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Afghan rebel chiefs meet to try avoid more violence 


KABUL (AP) — Renegade rebel 
chief Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
Saturday accused Afghanistan’s 
Islamic government of reneging 
on its promise to purge the army 
of former communists and militia 
forces. 

At a meeting of rebel chiefs on 
the outskirts of the battle-weary 
capital, Mr. Hekmatyar warned 
of a violent showdown with gov- 
ernment troops if tixe purge does 
not tafcg place. He did not set a 
deadline. 

Mr. Hekmatyar has waged suc- 
cessive battles with Afghanistan's 
struggling rebel government since 
it took power last April from the 


communist regime it fought near- 
ly 14 years to overthrow. 

A firebrand fundamentalist, 
who advocates a rigid Islamic 
order in Af ghanistan , Mr. Hek- 
matyar warned there would be no 
lasting peace until troops, 
he reviles as communists, are 
evicted from the capital. 


At Saturday's meeting, the 
four rebel chiefs, led by Moham- 


mad Nabi Mohammadi, a so- 
called moderate, wanted Interim 
Afghan President B urban addin 
Rabbani against holding on to 
power after his term expires on 
Oct. 28. 

“We decided Rabbani should 


not be president for a minute 
longer than Oct. 28,” Mr. 
Mohammadi told re porters after 
the meeting. 

He said rebel leaders fear Mr. 
Rabbani will try to stay in power untir 
a “shura” or grand council can be 
convened to choose his replace- 
ment and prepare for nationwide 
elections. 

The council is to be convened' 
by OcL 28 according to a power- 
sharing agreement brokered in 
Pakistan last April to fill the 
vacuum created by the collapse of 
the communist regime. 

But few expect the deadline to 
be met 


Mr. Mohammadi said Mr. 
Rabbani will be asked to band 
power over to the leadership 
council, comprised of the most 
powerful rebel chiefs, until the 
grand council can be convened. 

Mr. Mohammadi said he and 
orthodox Islamic rebel chiefs 
Kami Sayyaf and Yunis Khalis 
met Mr. Hekmatyar to prevent 
another assault on the city. 

In ait least six separate assaults 
on the capita] since last April, 
Mr. Hekmatyar’s rebel fighters 
have killed and wounded 
thousands of people and sent 
hundreds of thousands more 
fleeing the embattled capital. 


Israeli 
Arabs in 
Tunis for 

PLO talks 


TUNIS (AP) — A four-man de- 
legation of Israeli Arabs was in 
Tunis Sunday in a challenge to an 
Israeli law banning contacts with 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials. 

The head of the delegation, 
Knesset member Abdul Wahab 
A1 Darawshe, said the delegation 
represe n ting the Arab Democra- 
tic Party in Israel intends to show 
disregard to law. 

“We are against tins cursed law 
and here we are to show that we 
break it," Mr. Dara w sh e sad. 

The four, who arrived late 
Saturday night, were expected to 
meet with Yasser Arafat, the 
cha i rman of the PLO and other 
PLO leaders to' discuss the Mid- 
dle East peace talks and the 
Israeli-occupied, territories. 

Mr. Darawshe said they en- 
oourge the Palestinian leaders to 
pursue the peace negotiations 
with Israel, which be described as 
“a reafistic foe” to resolve the 
Arab-IsraeK conflict. 


Rabin’s first 100 days in office bring new approach 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Yitzhak 
Rabin's style and approach to 
Middle East peace malting have 
transformed the political 
atmosphere during his first 100 
days in power. 

Gone are the finidtiness and 
doctrinaire rhetoric of the pre- 
vious government of Yitzhak 
Shamir and his Likud Party. 
Mr. Rabin's Labour Party 
promised the voters it could 
deliver peace, and it is in a 
hurry to get on with the job. 

The talks, which are nearing 
the one-year anniversary of 
their launch in Madrid, were 
an outcome of the Gulf war 
and the political tremors it sent 
through the Arab World. 

The oeed for new thinking 
was felt in Israel too, and had 
much to do with Mr. Rabin's 
'election victory. 

Palestinians complain that 
the change is in style, not hi 
content. But Mr. Rabin, a 
methodical military man, be- 
lieves in going step by cautious 
step, and so for his main preoc- 
cupation has been with remov- 
ing the irritants. 

Thus be quickly limited Jew- 
ish settlement construction in 


tiie occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip — not sufficiently 
to win Palestinian applause, 
but enough to unblock $10 
billion in U.S. loan guarantees 
to house and create jobs for 
hundreds of thousands of im- 
migrants. 

Within a week of taking over 
as prime minister, Mr. Rabin 
travelled to Egypt and ended a 
six-year freeze in relations with 
the only Arab country so for to 
make peace with Israel. 

He made it dear that on a 
key negotiating point, he was 
open to territorial co m promise 
with Syria, and offered the 
Palestinians a slew of conces- 
sions which, however limited, 
at least signalled an openness 
to change. 

“These are important con- 
cessions and they are con- 
nected to tiie baric difference 
between the Likud and the 
Labour Party ideology,” said 
Gabi Sheffer, a political scien- 
tist at Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. 

“Shamir didn’t hide the fact 
that he was dragging his feet 
Rabin knows if you are looking 
for peace you have to make 


concessions,” he said in an 
interview. 

Other irritants that have 
been swept aside: 

— No longer are Palestinian 
negotiators harassed and 
threatened with prosecution 
each time they meet with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leadership in 
Hulls; 

— Israel has agreed to allow 
Palestinians from abroad to 
partiripate in the multilatcTal 
talks that parallel the peace 
negotiations in Washington. 
Mr. Shamir adamantly re- 
fused, arguing that this would 
legitimise the Palestinian claim 
on homes lost when Israel was 
created in 1948; 

— Expulsions, a controver- 
sial means tty winch the S hamir 
go ve r nm ent dealt with Palesti- 
nian activists, have been sus- 
pended and hundreds of 
Palestinians freed from prison; 

— When prisoners went on a 
mass, hunger-strike Sept. 27, 
no less a person than Mr. 
Rabin’s pofice minister was sent 
to negotiate a solution. 

Palestinian leaders are mum- 
pressed, saying Mr. Rabin’s 


gestures are not enough to 
produce concrete results at the 
negotiating table. 

They stress that Mr. Rabin 
has not budged on the issue of 
ceding Israeli “sovereignty” 
over Jerusalem and has stuck 
to the Shamir-eva formula for 
autonomy, which they say 
would not lead to a Palestinian 
state. Indeed, Mr. Rabin is no 
less opposed to Palestinian 
sta te hood than Mr. Shamir is. 

So for there has been no 
widespread public opposition 
to any of Mr. Rabin’s moves. 
The test will only come when 
Palestinian autonomy or ter- 
ritorial concessions on the 
Golan Heights of Syria become 
a tangible prospect. 

More urgent are the eco- 
nomy and the split between 
orthodox and secular Jews. 

Mr. Rabin campaigned oa a 
promise to rejuvenate the eco- 
nomy and ease the 11 per cent 
unemployment rate. Voters 
are now being told not to ex- 
pect an impr o vement in 1993. 

His coalition consists of 
orthodox rabbis and secular 
left-wingers who have already 
clashed repeatedly, and these 


frictiops could bring down his 
coalition long before there are 
any breakthroughs in the peace 
talks. 

Education Minister Sbulamit 
Atom recently roused the ire of 
religious parties by suggesting 
the word “God” be dropped 
from a prayer for soldiers. A 
subsequent promise to keep 
-her month shut has not helped. 
Religious legislators recently 
accused her of eating next- 
kosher food when in Germany ‘ 
and France. 

Labour lawmaker Yael Day- 
an, daughter of the late milit- 
ary hero Moshe Dayan, also 
offended ort ho do x Jews when 
a photo of her sunbatiring in a 
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2 Abu Nidal loyalists 
killed in factional fighting 


SIDON (AP) — Two activists of 
Palestinian hardliner Abu Nidat's 
Fateh-Revolutionary Council 
(FRC) were assassinated in South 
Lebanon Sunday boors after the 
murder of a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) loyalist, 
police said. 

They identified the victims as 
Riad Kawash, 39, an FRC secur- 
ity official, and an assistant, Ihah 
Rifoii, 27. 


Hie pair were intercepted as 
they drove along Sidon’s seaside 
boulevard in a yellow Mercedes- 
Benz at 10:00 a.m. (0800 GMT). 
Gunmen in a blue BMW raked 
the Mercedes with automatic 
weapons. Death was instan- 
taneous, police said. 


No one Hwnfarf responsibility 
for the' kilting, the second in 14 
boms. But police theorized die 
fattest m ur ders were part of the 
elimination war between FRC 


and PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s mainstream Fateh guerrilla 
faction. 

Gunmen killed Mohammad AH 
Howwfi, 34, a Fateh activist, 
outside his house in the southern 
port of Tyre, 40 kflometres south 
of Sidon Saturday night. 

Fateh sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said Mr. 
Rifoii and Mr. Kawash were sus- 
pected of involvement in the June 
9 assassination of Anwar Modi, 
Fateh's militia commander in 
Sidon’s ‘Ain A1 Hflweh refugee 
camp. 

Mr. Madi’s assassination came 
a day after PLO security chief 
Atef Bseiso was gunned down in 
Paris June 8. So for, 14 activists 
from both rides have been killed 
since Mir. Bseiso’s murder. 

Mr. Arafat has been at logger- 
beads with Abu Nidal since he 
broke away from Fateh in 1973 to a 
form iris dissident groiqr. 


Moroccan opposition 
protests poll results 


KUWAIT (AP) — Opposfr! 
politicians have welcomed ft 
appointment of six of their rjaj 
her to the new 16-man cabs*, 
but said too many key muutri . 
re main e d in the hands of 
niling A1 Sabah family. 

The opposition swept 35 of fl 
parliament's 50 seats in dec fa 
OcL 5- They wanted the cm 
prince and prime miniate 
Sheikh Saad Abdullah A1 Safe 
to recognise the post-war chug 
by picking the majority of mis 
ters from foe parliament. 

Grudal portfolios such as fa 
jgn affairs, defence, interior a 
information were banded to 
Sabahs, who have ruled Kuw 
for 240 years. 

- “The formation of this cabie 
shows some response to our c 
mands for the reform of t 
executive authority,’ 1 sa 
Abroad A1 Dayeen, a member - 
the Kuwaiti Forum, a Kbe 


opposition group established . 
ter liberation of the emirate fir 


a seven-month Iraqi occupatic 
“But key ministries are stiH 
the bands of the rating fondly a 
some who showed inabifity A 
mg the invasion crisis are bad 
Mr. Dayeen said. 

The opposition politicians h* 
called for an investigation ii 
foe government’s* failure to p 
diet the Iraqi invasion of Aug. 
1990 and a probe into foe coOq 
of the armed forces. 

After long days of consul 
tions between Sbeskh Saad i 
parliam ent members, the cm 
prince agreed to give them 
posts, double the most be i 
chosen in the past. 

Jassem A1 Saadoun, an in 
pendent economist, said i 
change in the government was 
foe better, but not ftmdamen 


b ikini on Yom Kipper, Jnda- 
7 of foe year. 


ism’s holiest day 

appeared on foe front page of a 
major daily. 

Mr. Rabin, who aides say is 
incensed after an interview 
with him appeared without his 
knowledge in the U.S. adult 
magazine Penthouse, does not 
take lightly to any provocation 
by secular legislators. A mere 
violation of the Sabbath 
brought down his last govem- 
>ment in 1977. 


RABAT (AP) — A major 
Moroccan opposition party Sun- 
day charged that irregularities 
mured nationwide elections for 
local assemblies officially won by 
pro-government parties. 

The nationalist Istiqlal Party, 
which gained about 13 per cent of 
die 22,282 seals at stake in 1,544 
districts, denounced the results in 
its French-language newspaper, 
L’Opmion. 

“These irregularities prejudice 
foe credibility of the vote,” the 
newspaper said in an editorial. 
“The results consecrate practices 
that threaten democratic fife. 1 ’ 

The newspaper said that the 
voting was marked by unspecified 
violations of foe law. The Minis- 
try of Interior has reported that 
five people died in dashes be- 
tween rival political groups. 

The pro-government National 
RaDy of Independents, strong in 
rural areas, won 22 per cent of 
foe vote, the largest angle share 
among foe eight parties and 
thousands of independents com- 
peting. 

If the voting patterns hold up in 
pariiamentaiy elections expected 
m a few months. King Hassan’s 
rule in’ the country will be largely 
unaffected. 

Interior Minister Driss Basri 
announced Saturday that 75 per 
cent of die electorate cast ballots, 


down from tiie widely disbelieved 
official figure of 99 per cent that 
reportedly participated in a con- 
stitutional reform referendum 
Sept. A. 

Morocco’s other main opposi- 
tion party, the leftist Socialist 
Union for Popular Forces, saw its 
share of the vote almost double to 
seven per cent. The party is 
strongest in heavily unionised 
C asa b la n c a , Morocco’s largest 
dty. 

Hie series of votes — constitu- 
tional referendum, local elections 
and as-yet unscheduled legislative 
elections — have been called by 
the king amid a background of 
democratic changes sweeping 
Africa and pressure by foreign 
governments to improve his 
human-rights record. 

The constitutional reforms, 
however, amount to minor tink- 
ering arid leave foe monarch's 
vast powers largely intact. 

The elections extend to the 
disputed Western Sahara, which 
Morocco has colonised and 
claims as a province. 

The PoHsario guerrilla move- 
ment, which has waged a 16-year 
campaign for the territory’s . in- 
dependence, dame the elections 
are an altempl to circumvent a 
much-postponed United Nations 
referendum on the Western 
Sahara's future. 


“This is a mkldterof-tiio-n 
government. It has more depu 
than the previous ones, but 
A1 Sabahs and the retnrr 
minister s are stiU the majo 
and can make tiie difference 
voting derisions in the counci 
ministers,” Mr. Saadoun sa» 

Shafiq AI Gfaabra, a polit 
science professor at Kuwait l 
versity, said tiie formation of 
new government was a “histor 
step” for Kuwait. 

He said the inclusion of a lai 
number of opposition figt 
showed that foe ruling far 
.read the changes in post- 
Kuwait well. 

It is not dear yet if tiie opp 
tioa figures, who were critica 
government policies during tl 
campaigns, will go along with. 
Al Sabahs on economic and $ 
tical issues. 

It is also too early to 
whether their inclusion in N 
cabinet win make it easier far 
government to work with j 
ment. The Al Sabahs shut 
the last fun parliament in _ 
after it criticised the performs . 
of government ministers. i 

“I b elieve the chances of c 
froutations have lessened r 
especially when it comes to h 
ing officials accountable for p. 
performance that led to the is* 
sion,” said Mr: Saadoun.' 

“We win see more agreeing 
between the parliament and 
cabinet to refer issues such- 
foreign investments to 
courts.” 

The parliament is expected- 
vote in its first session Tuesdaj . 
hundreds of laws passed by . 
government in its absence, 1 
eluding a $24 bOfion plan to K 
out bad debts held by the e' 
rate’s banks. 

In the new cabinet. She 
Ahmad Al Humond Al Sabah 1 ' 
kept as interior iBiniytf.r 
Sheikh Ali Al Sabah remained 
defence minister. ' 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
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Jordan orthopaedic meeting 
•will be first in Arab World 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian Medical Association and the 
Jordanian Orthopaedic Associa- 
tion will open a four-day pan- 
Arab orthopaedic conference at 
the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
in Amman on Tuesday. It will be 
the first meeting of its kind in the 
Arab World. 

The conference's Secretary 
General Mouther Odeh said that 
220 physicians and specialists, 
from Jordan and other nations 
will, take part in. the meeting to 
discuss 70 working papers dealing 
with orthopaedics. 

Dr. Odeh said that a seminar 
on deformities in children and its 
eariy'diagnosis will also be held. 

The delegates, he said, win 
take part in a live television prog- 
ramme on orthopaedics which 
will be transmitted from De- 
nmark via satellite. They will also 
be taken on tours of medical 
centres and historic sites in the 
country such as the King Hussein 
Medical Centre which conducts 
most orthopaedic treatment in 
Jordan. 

Daring the conference, a 
.medical exhibition will be orga- 
nised displaying various equip- 
ment used in the field provided 
by Arab and international com- 
panies. 

Orthopaedists will come feom 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 


Libya, Egypt, Saudi Arabia,. 
Oman, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
C an a da, -the USA, Cuba, the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Au- 
stria, die Netherlands, Switzer- 
land, Italy, Czechoslovakia, and 
Pakistan. 

Jordan plans to host another 
conference organised by die Arab 

sts in June ofl993, in trtSch at 
least 500 Arab- American doctors 
will discuss 100 working papers. 

A delegation representing the 
Arab-American doctors met with 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Thursday to brief him on 
the nature of the conference 
which win take place between 
June 20 and 25, and w HI be the 
Uth of its kind. 

The head of the team Yousef 
Hamati said that the Arab- 
American Doctors Society num- 
bers 6,000 members. 

The prime minister said Jordan 
was ready to offer the conference 
all possible facilities to ensure its 
success, and called for coordina- 
tion between Jordanian and 
Arab-American doctors to im- 
prove services at Jordanian hos- 
pitals and in operating the pro- 
jected A1 Amal Cancer Centre 
which wfll become operational by 
the end of next year. 


Queen Noor 
visits village 
ofGnieih 

ZARQA (J.TL) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Sunday inspected 
programmes and services ex- 
tended by Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) to residents in 
Gnieih village in Zarqa Govemo- 
rate and opened a kindergarten 
established with support from die 
Promising Hands Society (PIS) 
in feat communi ty.' 

During her tour, the Queen 
examined health services offered 
to children and pregnant mothers 

Institute for Quid Health and 
Development and the Woman 
and Development Project in 
cooperation with the local health 
centre. These services included 
monitoring early hearing and 
right abnormalities in 5-6 year old 
children; tests of pregnant 
mothers, a lecture on the import- 
ance of playing for children and a 
workshop on the utilisation of 
locally available inexpensive re- 
sources for making children toys. 

Her Majesty also met with 
families benefitting from NHFs 
Quality of Life Project in the 
village who raise cows that have 
been distributed to them recent- 
ly, and she watched a demonstra- 
tion of dairy product making by 
some beneficiary families. 



KING HUSSEIN RECEIVES RC PATRIARCH SABBAH: 

His Mqjesty King Hussein received Sunday at the Royal Court Roman 
Ca tbotte P a triar ch of Jer usalem Michael Sabbah who conveyed to MBs 
Majesty the mipatdatiou of the community on Ins return borne 
fallowing racce a rfid s ur ge ry . Patriarch Sabbah also passed to the King 
die greet i ngs and thinks of the community’s —ha s for his 
wwrtBwd eflw>Qf the T dat wfi > m" 1 Ch ristian iwiy phrq fa the ocrup fe d 
Arab to r r Hol ie s. King H u ss ein voiced his thanks for the patriarch’s 
rirnttr 1 and ^ greetings to fe e p aifrftnjgn 

people in the occupied territories. The meeting was attended by the 
Catholic Bishop in Amman Soleem A1 Sayegh and Depttty 
Apoatofic delegate hi Amman Moasignor Raouf Nqjjar. 


SSSjit Arab interior . 
ministers plan 
1993 meeting 
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(Petra) — Jordan is to 
a meeting of Arab 
interior ministers in Tunis to dis- 
cuss various topics related to in- 
fernal security for the Arab 
World, said interior Minister 
Jawdat AI SbouL 

The Tunis meeting is also ex- 
pected to focus attention on mat- 
ters related to easing the passage 
of passengers and the flow of 
goods among Arab countries, 
said the minister following a 
meeting Sunday with the visiting 
Secretary General of the Arab 
Interior Ministers Council 
Ahmad Mohammad Al Salem. 

Mr. Al Sboul said that his 
discussions with Dr. AI Salem 
covered the various topics on the 
agenda of the planned ministerial 
■ meeting hr wincht he norec^, Jor- 
•ttari wifl jadbdfe‘to its principles, 
•ttmoernfilg" natitjfial issues arid" 
will remain, committed to ept&c- 
tive action to protect Arab inter- 
national interests. 

Dr. Al Salem is currently on a 
tour of Arab countries to prepare 
the ground for the ministerial 
parley in Tunis. 

Mr. Al Sboul said that his talks 
with Dr. AI Salem were construc- 
tive and a tentative agreement 
was reached on organising the 
ministrial .Meeting for January 
1993. 

Dr. Al Salem, who left Amman 
for Cairo later had earlier met 
with Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director Fadel All Fubeid. 
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WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

Bmofis 
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ft Exhibition erf paintings and 
sculptures by artist 
Nadeem at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of ofl and water- 
colour paintings entitled 
"Concepts in the Structure 
of Space” by Dr. George 
Sayegh at Abdul Hamecd 
Shoman • Foundation Gal- 
lery — ( Open 10 a.m. tin 5* 
p.m.) 

* Poster exhibition of tbe Bea-' 
ties at the British Council. 

■fr Exhibition of paintings by 
Iraqi artist Amer Fatouhi at. 
Baiadna Art GaBery. 

* Exhibition by Jordanian 
artist Kbaled Kfareb at the- 
Spanish Caitnral Centre. 

☆ Exhibition entitled "Night- 
mare Care,” dealing with 
the ecological, economic 
and social effects of cars, at 
Al Wflidat Refogee Camp 
dub. 


ft Hie Arab adapt a tio n of 
Samuel Becket’s play 
“Waiting for Godot” at AI 
Mashini Theatre, Jabal 
Luweibdeh — 730 p.m. 


ft Lectore on “Qasr Al Haia- 
bat in the light of recent 
excavations” By Dr. Ghazi 
Bfahcb at the Friends of 
Archaeology Centre — 7 

PJR« 

FILM 

ft Feature fflm entitled “Let- 
tres d’amour de Somatic” 
at the French Cultural' 
Centre — 8 pjn. 


Australian delegation voices support for 
Palestinian interim self- government 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Winding up a week- 
long visit to Jordan, the bead of 
an Australian parliamentary de- 
legation left Sunday, with parting 
words aimed at Israel to “make 
an unambiguous commitment to 
genuine interim self- 
government” in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

■ The delegation, on a fact- 
finding tour of the region, also 
discussed strategies with senior 
government officials to improve 
Jordanian- Australian trade, 
cultural and social ties. 

“The delegation noted the 
argument from the Jordanians 
and the Palestinians that Israel 
should make an unambiguous 
commitment to genome interim 
self-government for the Pafesfi-v, 
niarts in- the occupied territories*, 
including control over -resources 
such as land and water, and, in 
the medium termr^td self- 
determination by the Palestinian 
.people, including their right, if 
they so choose, to an indepen- 
dent state,” delegation leader 
Andrew Charles Theopbanous 
told reporters at a press confer- 
ence. 

During their stay the six mem- 
ber delegation met several Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) representatives and the 
head of Jordan's delegation to the 
Middle East peace process, 
Abdul Sal am MajaH, who left 
later Sunday for the seventh 
round of Arab-Israefi . bilateral 
talks in Washington. 

Mr. Theopbanous said that 
talks with Mr* Majali indicated 
the Kingdom’s “openness and de- 
termination” in solving the 
decades-old Middle East conflict. 

‘The situation in the rcgioB is 
extremely tense because failure 


to achieve substantive progress in 
tiie peace talks is undennining 
the goodwill which bas been 
established in favour of negotia- 
tions in both Israel and the Arab 
states.” he said. > 

“It is incumbent on moderate 
elements, both Israeli and Arab, 
to seize the initiative' and push the 
process along. A breakthrough in 
the seventh round of talks com- 
mencing in Washington on Oct. 
21 is of the utmost importance, 
not only to the region but also to 
the world,” the MP added. 

The delegation is to prepare a 
report on their visit to be re- 
viewed by Australia’s 189- 
member parliament. 

The group said it was impress- 
ed with Jordan's steps towards 
democracy -and looked forward to 
increased trade with the introduc- 
&refbair,liaks frwpv, 
Amman .to Sydney,, -one of AOj,- 


stralia’s commercial centres. 

In 1990-91, Australia exported 
about $18-20 million worth of 
goods to Jordan, mostly in the 
form of livestock. Australia im- 
ported about $2.4 million of 
goods, most in phosphates and 
fertilisers. 

Earlier this week, Jordan ex- 
ported 33,000 tonnes of 
phosphates to the continental com- 
mon wealth, the second shipment 
this year of a total 100,000 tonnes 
to be exported. 

“The direct flight from Sydney 
to Amman could increase links' 
between the two countries, not 
just economic links but social and 
cultural ones is well,” Mr. 
Theophanous told the Jordan 
Times. 

The delegation left for Egypt 
pq,.Sqnday..au4 is scheduled, to 
visit .Israel feter.ggxi week. 


Jordanian cultural 
week begins in UAE 


ABU DHABI (Petra) — A 
Jordanian Cultural Week Satur- 
day evening commenced its acti- 
vities in Abu Dhabi in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

The opening ceremony which 
held at Abu Dhabi cultural com- 
plex was attended by more than 
2,000 Jordanian, Arab and fore- 
ign nationals as well as a number 
of diplomats and Jordan's ambas- 
sador to the UAE Awad Abu 
Obdd. 

At the opening ceremony, Mr. 
Abu Obeid delivered an address 
in which he expressed his joy that 
the Jordanian Cultural Week in 
the Emirates coincide with the 
Kingdom's celebrations of Ms 
Majesty King Hussein’s recovery 


from surgery. 

Mr. Abu Obeid said the cultu- 
ral week was the outcome of a 
joint effort dxerted by members 
of the Jordanian community in 
the UAE, particularly the Jorda- 
nian Society, the. Jordanian 
Women’s Society and the Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) office. 

The aim or the week is to 
enhance relations between Jor- 
dan and the UAE, and Arab 
peoples in general; “We want this 
week to be a link of love between 
the peoples of the two brotherly 
countries,” he said. 

He added feat this week will 
also be a chance for people in fee 
Emirate to see Jordan’s arts and 
heritage. 
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ENTRANCE FEES: 
500 FILS 

FOR STUDENTS: 250 FILS 






Daily Lottery Will Take Place on Entrance Tickets to Win a 

PERSONAL COMPUTER 


Land transport 
company reviews 
operations 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian -Iraqi land transport 
company’s General Assembly 
Sunday opened a meeting to re- 
view last year’s operations, and to 
map plans for the coming year. 

The Jordanian side to the 
meetings is led by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Transport Minister 
Ali Snheimat while fee Iraqi side 
is headed by Transport and Com- 
munications Minister Abdul Sat- 
tar Maim. 

In a statement at the outset of 
fee meetings, Mr. Suheimat said 
Jordan realises the numerous dif- 
ficulties facing Iraq. The present 
meeting, he said, reflects the 
strong relations between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Maini stressed feat his 
country would remain steadfast in 
fee face of all difficulties and 
challenges and he voiced Iraq’s 
a ppreciation of Jordan’s, stand m 
Wpport'of 'fee' Traqi'^&i^e. ‘ ~ 


Press conference ‘to clear the air 
between the House and the media’ 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The fallout from the 
debate in parliament two months 
ago of alleged corruption cases is 
continuing, with the Lower 
House not only taking to court 
three cases of what it perceives as 
slander, libel and abuse of offi- 
cialdom but also reaffirming a 
tough approach to any such fu- 
ture instances. 

'“We are determined to see the 
cases through in court, and let the 
judicial system of this country decide 
what is right and wrong," Deputy 
Speaker of the Lower House Abdul 
Karim Dughtni, wbo represents a 
Mafreq constituency, said Sunday. 

Addressing a press conference he 

convened “to dear the air between 
the House and the media,” Mr. Dug- 
mi said the legislative authority would 
be “more than willing to take press- 
criticism,” but “will not tolerate 
direct letters and message addressed 
to the House and containing slander, 
insult, libel and abuse of official- 
dom.” 

Citing the Jordanian constitution, 
Mr. Dughmi said: “the legislative 
authority is the main source of all 
authorities in the Kingdom and as 
such any encroachment on its sanctity 
wiD not be tolerated regardless of the 
source of such actions." 

“The three constitutional author- 
ities — tbs legislative, executive and 
judiciary — along with the press have 
to protect our democratic march," 
said Mr. Dughmi. 

“There may be mistakes on the 
way, but democracy is the best 
guarantee for security and stability of 
the Arab world in general and Jordan 
in particular, and we are committed 
to maintaining and safeguarding our 
democratisation process at any cost,” 
he said. 

He also paid tribute to the judiciary 
in Jordan. 

Mr. Dughmi outlined the three 
cases which the House bas taken to 
the court, the first stemmed from a 
public statement issued by former 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai after the 
House failed to muster a majority to 
indict him in an alleged corruption 


case involving a highway project 
awarded during bis reign in 1987. 

The statement criticised those wbo 
voted in favour of indictment and 
implied that they were unpatriotic 
and represented vested interests. 

According to Mr. Dughmi, Mr. 
Rifai ’s statement “was outright insult 
of parliament." 

The second ease, the deputy said, 
was related to protest telegrams sent 
by supporters of Mamdouh Hawam- 
deh, who was.indicted by the House 
in the same case, the protest tele- 
grams followed demonstrations in 
Tafileh, Mr. Hawamdah's hometown 
in the south, and a protest rally in 
front of the domed parliament house 
at Abdali. 

“The telegrams contained slander- 
ous and insulting language,” said Mr. 
Dughmi, a lawyer by profession and a 
former minister of labour. “The 
- speaker of the House had met until 
the group (of protesters) and ex- 
plained the position of the legislative 
authority, but still they chose to send 
such messages to the House.” 

The third case involves Iyad Oat- 
tan. director of the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCT), which is under the 
umbrella of the Ministry of Culture. 

Mr. Dughmi said the House took 
exception with the fact that Mr. Oat- 
tan, a “government official who holds 
the rank of a deputy minister'' had 
addressed his criticism directly to the 
House. 

“For all practical and technical 
purposes, the letters have come from 
a government official, and, as s&ch, 
we consider it as the point of view of 
the government,'* be said, adding that 
one of die messages was sent through 
the facsimile machine installed at the 
RCC. 

“As far as I know, the RCC facsi- 
mile machine is installed for the 
purposes of official business and if we 
receive a message through that 
mechine we take it as government 
business,” he added. 

The Mafraq deputy also used the 
opportunity to take a swipe at the 
government saying: “If indeed the 
executive authority is unhappy with 
some or the other decision taken by 
the legislative authority, then thir is 
definitely not the way to handle it.” 

A copy of letter sent by House 


Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat to 
Prime Minister Sharif Zek) Ben Shak- 
er and made available to the Jordan 
Times requested the government to 
take the “appropriate action” against 
Mr. Oattan. 

In pursuance to this request, Sharif 
Zeid has sent a letter to the minister 
of culture asking hhn to do what was 
necessary. A copy of that letter was 
also obtained by the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Dughmi argued that Mr. Qai- 
tan's Idttcr bore the official titles of 
the sender, including that of a mem- 
ber of the committee which drafted 
the National Charter, a member of 
Amnesty International and a member 
of the Arab Human Rights Organisa- 
tion, ‘‘as well as that of director of the 
Royal Cultural Centre.” 

“Had Mr. Oattan chosen one of the 
newspapers to criticise us as a writer 
and columnist, it would ba*e been a 

different matter altogether. We 

would not have reacted the way we 
did,” he added, waving a copy of the 
letter al the press conferenc e . 

Under pointed questioning from 
the press, Mr. Dughmi said the deci- 
sion to file the case against Mr. Rifai 
was token by the full House and the 
moves against tbe Tafileh protesters 
and Mr. Oattan were taken after 
Parliament recessed on Aug. 26 after 
this year's extraordinary session. 

The bone of contention here was 
allegations that Speaker Arabiyat, a 
member of the powerful Muslim 
Brotherhood, used nis own discretion 
to file the two cases without referring 
the matter to tbe full House, the 
formal plaintiff in the cases. 

When one reporter pointer out 
that reports had surfaced of House 
plans to go to court over the Tafileh 
protesters when the House was in 
session but that the matter was not 
presented on the House floor before 
it reached court, Mr. Dughmi insisted 
that telegrams had rerebed Parlia- 
ment after it went to recess. 

“You are free to iaiapret it . the way 
you want but we received some of the 
telegrams after the House recessed,” 
he told the questioner. 

The case against Mr. Oattan will be 
heard by the court of arbitration 
beginning Oct 26. Trial dates Tor 
other cases were not immediately 
known. 


Mahadin pessimistic about media’s future 


AMMAN (Petra) — The director 
of Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Khaled Mahadin, said in a state- 
ment published b Al Yannouk 
University Gazette feat journal- 
ists in Jordan strive to have a 
press and publications law feat 
can be fair to all parties. 

Referring to fee parliamentary 
debates on fee press and publica- 
tions draft law, Mr. Mahadin said 
■feat from fee way fee 'debate wSs 


conducted in fee last parliament 
session fee executive and fee 
legislative branches of govern- 
ment were allied against fee 
press. 

To make his point dear Mr. 
Mahadin noted that Parliament 
was stipulating that journalists 
should reveal their source of in- 
formation before the 'judiciary. 
Mr. Mahadin said that if this is to 


happen then sources would not 
be willing to reveal cases of cor- 
ruption. He said feat fee deputies 
have realised that tins is not 
reasonable and have promised to 
re-examine the issue. 

Mr. Ma&adiQ said also that the 
deputies should realise feat un- 
less the draft law catered for fee 
developments of modern society 
it-would be self defeatfog. 
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When you ask people why they choose 
DHL, every answer is different. Some 
simply say they want the best, the 
fastest and the most reliable air express 
service to care for their shipments. 
Others will tell you about how DHL 
understands their business and helps 
them to meet vital deadlines. Still others 
will tell you remarkable stories of the 
extra trouble a DHL employee will take 


to guarantee customer satisfaction. 
Whatever way they answer, DHL 
customers all have one thing in common. 
They know .they've made the right 
choice. We couldn't express it better. 
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Arabs should not compromise 
their basic rights 

THE ARAB parties to the Middle East peace talks 
yesterday r eaffir med their commitment to con- 
tinue their negotiations in pursuit of a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement on-afl fronts. This followed 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation’s Central 
Council meeting in Tunis which also reaffirmed 
Palestinian commitment to the peace process. 
With this in mind, the Arab side need not feel 
pressured to either offer concessions to the Israelis 
nor compromise on the base Arab rights. The 
Palestinians and their Arab partners should not, 
as some might suggest, entertain the idea that by 
pushing the process forward they would enhance 
the chances of U.S. President George Bush for 
re-election. Although very few can do very little 
for Bush at the -moment, the U.S. policy on the 
Middle East wifl not shift if someone else gets 
elected. The fact that the Camp David accords 
were brokered by a Democrat is a reminder of 
this. The U.S. policy in the Middle East has 
almost always been constant, and if anything, it 
would not be tilted towards the Arabs by appease- 
ment but rather by Arab solidarity and persist- 
ence. 

The last few months have seen growing opposi- 
tion to the peace process, -especially among 
Palestinians. The Pales tinian people want a com- 
plete but honourable end to their plight, especially 
that of the refugees among them who are dis- 
persed in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. Unless that 
and other similar problems are addressed - and 
resolved neither the Palestinians nor the other 
peoples they live among will see genuine peace. - 
The Arab negotiators should not In any way feel 
pressed to offer concessions, either because of 
Israeli intransigence, American pressure, or the 
dictates of the so-called new world order. Not at a 
moment when the Arabs themselves are divided. 

" There are encouraging signs emerging that 
Arab differences are being resolved. Once that is 
done the Arab bargaining power should be 
enhanced. And when a new president Is elected in 
Washington the Arabs should collectively work 
towards influencing the new administration to put 
pressure on the Israelis to abide by international 
law and resolutions. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Sunday expressed deep satisfaction with statements 
given by the Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Al Sharaa upon his 
arrival in Amman Saturday to take part in talks mapping the Arab 
parties' position at the seventh round of Arab-Israeli peace talks 
to resume in Washington soon. The statements, in which the 
Syrian minister reiterated his country's determination to work 
towards a comprehensive settlement on all fronts, served as a 
devastating blow to current Israeli diplomatic manoeuvres aimed 
at reaching a separate treaty between Israel and Syria, said the 
daily. Damascus is thus determined to see U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 implemented in the letter and in the spirit 
on all fronts; and separate treaties between Arab countries and 
Israel are out of the question, said the daily. The Syrian minister's 
statement added the daily are bound to stem all Israeli attempts 
aimed at drawing a wedge in the United Arab ranks and dividing 
the Arab countries over solutions with the Jewish state over the 
occupied lands, the paper continued. The meeting, in Amman, 
the paper said, is another manifestation of the Arab parties'- 
determination to consolidate their united position in the face of 
Israel’s ambitious designs. The paper expressed hope that the 
meeting of the foreign ministers of Jordan, Syria. Lebanon, Egypt 
and Palestine could pave the ground for a greater Arab meeting to 
•serve the common cause. 

THE UNITED States, which is keen on respecting human rights 
and law and order inside its country, is pursuing, all forms of 
violations of international law overseas, said a columnist in Al 
Ra’i daily Sunday. Fahd Fanek said that in a total disrespect of the 
rights of others, the U.S. naval forces continue to harass 
Aqaba-bound ships, forcing delays in the arrivals of much needed 
basifi commodities for the Jordanian people. The writer said that 
Washington is giving itself the right to act as a pirate on the high 
seas, in the air and on land, acting in violation of international 
laws'and imposing its will on the United Nations and the countries 
of the world. It was the United Stales which caused Russia, a 
non-U .N. member, to take the seat of the former Soviet Union at 
the Security- Council, and it was Washington which caused the 
U.N. to expel Yugoslavia from the organisation, said the writer. 
U.S. forces continue to threaten regimes and territories of many 
’ countries around the world and U.S. banks take the liberty in 
• seizing the frozen assets of Iraq under feeble pretexts, said the 
writer. He said the U.S. could be the strongest military power on 
earth but it is a power devoid of all morals, justice and law. 


A hard lesson in hope 

By Dr. Swee Chu Ang 


Dr. Swee Cbai Ang arrived in Amman earlier this week and will 
be a guest speaker at the First Pan-Arab Conference held in 
Amman from. Oct. 20-22, 1992. She is to speak on: orthopaedic 
aspects of war surgery, elbow synovectomy for rheumatoid 
arthritis, the plight of foe Palestinians. Immediately after the 
conference. Dr. Swee will leave for foe West Bank and Gaza to 
visit foe projects of Jordan Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP). 
She will return on Oct. 26, 1992 and wiR be pleased to speak with 
members of pie press. Dr. Swee is consultant orthopaedic surgeon 
with foe British National Health Service, and author of the book 
‘From Beirut to Jerusalem ” about her experiences with the 
Palestinians in Lebanon. She is co-author of a new book 
u Textbook of War Surgery ” to be published next year. She was 
previously World Health Organisation consultant on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Dr. Swee contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. It also appeared in die Guardian newspaper last 
month. 


OVER THE past 10 years, I have 
been under pressure to say who I 
thought was to blame for the 
Sabra-Shatila massacre. Does it 
matter 'that moch? On this 
anniversary I am as convinced as 
ever that undue debate over who 
polled the trigger and on whose 
orders is a diversion from the 
fundamental question. Not just 
how and why did they die? More 
importantly, why do Palestinians 
have to die refugees? I discovered 
that question foe hard way. 

Until 1982, 1 was supporter of 
Israel. I never knew Palestinians 
existed 'nntil my arrival in war- 
devastated Beirut that year. Tele- 
vision coverage of Israel's- aerial 
bombardment of foe city promp- 
ted me to respond to an interna- 
tional appeal for Britain to send 
medical volunteers to tend to foe 
injured and traumatised 
Lebanese and Palestinian people. 
'Beirut was then under a food, 
water and medicine blockade. 
Israel’s declared aim in invading 
its northern neighbour was to 
flush out the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. In foe process, it 


killed and injured tens of 
thousands of ordinary people and 
destroyed homes, hospitals, 
schools and factories. 

I was working in Gaza Hospital 
— located in the twin refugee 
camps of Sabra and Shatila which 
were home to more than 100,000 
Palestinians and Lebanese — fol- 
lowing foe PLO evacuation of 
Beirut. A multinational Western 
peacekeeping force was deployed 
to protect foe unarmed Palesti- 
nians remaining in the camps. 
When that force suddenly with- 
drew in mid-September, an esti- 
mated 2,400 defenceless women, 
children and old people were 
slaughtered. 

Like millions of Palestinians all 
over the Middle East, the people 
of Sabra and Shatila first lost 
their homes in 1948. They were 
part of the 750,000 Muslims and 
Christians who fled when their 
native Palestine became Israd. 
The U.N. gave them tents while 
the international community 
pledged to find them a permanent 
solution. Four decades later they 
are still waiting. 


The refugees gave birth to chil- 
dren — children who were born 
refugees, who grew up refugees, 
and many of whom died refugees. 
Sabra and Shatila became 
crowded towns; the canvas tents 
gave way to bouses. Amid foe 
squalor and deprivation, foe 
Palestinians rebuilt their dignity 
and national coherence. Schools 
and hospitals were named after 
places in Palestine: Gaza Hospit- 
al, A k lea Hospital, Ram all ah 
Maternity Home. From foe chil- 
dren I learned Palestinian songs, 
and from foe old people a wealth 
of oral history, and also how to 
“cook” Arabic coffee. 

My first three weeks in the 
camps, from late Ang. 1982 until 
Sept. 15, was a peaceful and 
precious time because I fell in 
love with these people. The PLO 
hart evacuated and the ceasefire 
was bolding. The camp families 
were busy rebuilding their homes 
and lives, foe surgeons were busy 
cleaning up infected war wounds. 
Each morning I would look oat 
from the hospital window and 
watch the newly returned families 
patch up and decorate their 
bombed-out homes. I enjoyed 
the generosity of the camp peo- 
ple, who shared everything with 
me. 

Then suddenly, on Sept. 15, 
that all changed. War planes flew 
in, tanks ringed the camp. Shell- 
ing started. Gunmen broke into, 
foe homes of foe refugees and 
shot up entire families, in the 
middle of meals, repairing their 
homes, tucking their young ones 
into bed. 

For 72 hours, until the morning 
of Sept. 18, our little surgical 
team had been working without 
food and sleep to save the lives of 
those brought into Gaza Hospit- 


Finally, at gun-pomt, we were 
forced out of our hospital, leaving 
behind our wounded patients. As 
I stepped out into full daylight, 
foe truth was painful to eyes 
accustomed to a dimly-lit base- 
ment. 

People had been killed in their 
hundreds — tortured, raped and 
m utilated , and their bodies left in 
alleys in twisted heaps, or partial- 
ly buried in rubble. For days 
afterwards; more bodies were 
found and mass graves unco- 
vered. The stench of decaying 
flesh was inescapable. 

Certain images remain vivid. 
“You are a Christian? And you 
came to help Palestinians? You 
are filthy!” my militia captors 
yelled at me. One pushed me so 
hard with her rifle that I tripped 
and fell over the body of an old 
man. He was cold, dead, and his 
eyes were dog out. 

Hie homes on both sides of 
Rue Sabra, foe camp's main 
street were no longer standing- 1 
had seen those same buildings 
being painted by their proud 
owners three days before. Now 
they were heaps of rubble, 
churned by bulldozers that mixed 
stones with clothes, furniture and 

human remains . 

Hundreds of foe camp people 
were rounded up at gun-pomt 
and lined up on both sides of Rue 
Sabra. One woman pushed to- 
wards me and held out her baby: 
I took the child from her and 
understood she wanted me to 
raise him because she knew she 
was going to be killed. I held him 
briefly, but his terrified mother 
was made to take him bade. For 
days afterwards I roamed the 
camps, but never saw mother or 
rhflrf again. _____ 


forced me to confront my many 
prejudices. Like many Christians 
raised on foe Old Testament and 
the Western media, I had held a 
simplistic view that Palestinians 
ana their PLO were terrorist 
monsters and never victims of 
terror. I only believed their story 
of injustices after they had died. 
The massacre transformed West- 
ern perceptions of foe Palestinian 
people. For foe first time, they 
became human, because humans 
die. 

Nothing will now bring back 
the dead, so why talk about 
them? The mood in the Middle 
Fast today is one of reconcilia- 
tion. At the many meetings I 
have addressed, and at foe Israeli 
Kalian Commission of Inquiry to 
which I gave evidence, I still find 
great difficulty talking about the 
massacre. Yet without bitterness, 
I know why I must continue to 
speak up. 

Somewhere, deep within, I will 
always weep for the Palestinians 
in Lebanon, for the Sabra which 
no longer exists, and the Shatila 
which is quietly bleeding to 
death. While everyone should 
look forward to the day when the 
Palestinians in the -West Bank 
and Gaza can live free, Leba- 
non’s Palestinians must always be 
remembered. 

Like the road to Calvary, foe 
Palestinian journey is long and 
painful. As a Christian, I see foe 
Sabra-Shatila massacre as a cru- 
cifixion. Where then is foe resur- 
rection which follows? 

My Palestinian friends tell me 
without that massacre there could 
not have been the Palestinian 
intifada. The intifada and the 
hundreds of injuries and impris- 


Race towards instability 


onments paved the way for foe- 
peace process. , 

But for me, the first stirrings of ' 
the resurrection came a lot ay - _ 
her, in foe immediate aftettnatt . 
of the massacre. A few mornings* 
after Sept. 18. while “»* graves* 

were still being uncovered, I went- 

in search of friends and surn- t 
vots. I was broken and tired.'' ¥ 
Suddenly, someone small ran up - 
to me and threw bis arras around - 
me. A little boy whose broken' , 
wrist I treated three weeks ago 
had spotted me and cried with- 
relief; be thought foe gunmen 
had killed me when be saw me* 
being taken away from the hos-^ 
pital. The child bad lost bis pa- • 
rents. J 

Other kids soon joined him and f 
surrounded me. A Uttle girl spot- 
ted my pocket camera, and asked ., 
me to take a picture of all of them 
against the background of the,, 
remains of the camp. “Doctor,.. 

as, because tomorrow there 
may be another massacre and we- 
will also die, and the camp will be. ? 
flattened. But you can show our , 
picture to all foe world, and they^ 
ran see foe children of Sabra and. 
Shatila” 

As I focused my camera, they - 
raised their hands in the victory V". 
and said: “We are not afraid.” ._ 
Since that day I have been back- 
to Lebanon on half a dozen- 
medical missions. Each time I - 
have looked for those lads, but I 
never found any one of them. I 
fear foe worst for them. But I - 
have honoured their request • 
That picture of courage in foe . 
face of death I have been able to 
show foe world. It was those - 
children's spirit of victory over - 
death which heralded the resur- . 
rectum of the Palestinian people. 
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By Edward Mortimer 


GLOOM IN Leeds and Newcas- 
tle upon Tyne. Jubilation, pre- 
sumably in Lima, Ohio. General 
Dynamics has won the contract to 
simply 236 tanks to Kuwait, and 
Vickers has lost it. 

Kuwait is spending about £lbn 
on this contract. Its only consid- 
eration — one that has been 
almost lost from sight in the 
discussion about jobs and votes in 
the U.K. and U.S. — should be 
whether, protected by those 
tanks, its citizens can sleep safer 
in their beds. 

Had the tanks been there on 
Ang. 2, 1990, would Iraq's Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein have been 
less likely to send his army across 
•foe border? Almost certainly it 
would have made no difference. 
Iraq would still have had over- 
whelming superiority, and 
Kuwait’s willingness to spend 
money on weapons would not 
have altered Mr. Saddam's low 
opinion of its fighting spirit. 

The weakness of foe Gulf emi- 
rates and sheikhdoms is structu- 
ral, not technical. They have a lot 
of money and very, few people. 
Their neighbours, Iraq and Iran, 
are always going to be stronger, 
and Arab Gulf states, faced with 
renewed aggression from either 
of them, are always likely to need 
help from abroad. 

You would hardly think it 
needed saying again, but arms 
sales are not the route to a safer 
or more stable Middle East. 

Last December the U.N. 
General Assembly, responding to 
an initiative from the British gov- 
ernment, established an Anns 
Transfer Register. It listed seven 
categories of weapons as poten- 
tially destabilising, because of 
their value in offensive opera- 
tions. Main battle tanks come at 
the top. 

The register is an important 
first step towards transparency of 
arms supplies, which in turn is a 


crucial confidence-bmkling mea- 
sure. Arms races, while fuelled 
partly by greed, can be publicly 
justified only by fear, and can 
sometimes be checked by shame. 
If the facts about your potential 
adversary’s acquisitions are in the 
public domain, at least you do not 
have to base your own procure- 
ment programme on wild sup- 
- position; and in some cases 
purchases may be inhibited by foe 
knowledge of the governments 
concerned that that they will be 
placed on public record. 

But a list of transfers by itself is 
not enough. To make it meaning- 
ful, the register should include 
existing national boktings and 
production. Also, at present 
transfers have to be registered 
only when they have physically 
taken place. Yet orders are often 
placed years in advance, and gov- 
ernments remain highly secretive, 
about aims deals in the pipeline. 
When planning your own de- 
fences, it is what your adversary 
may have in the future that is 
relevant, at least as much as what 
he has now. 

In any case, transparency is 
only one prerequisite for a solu- 
tion. Unless arms sales are effec- 
tively curtailed, the fact of their 
being public could even act as a 
stimulant. Suppliers and purchas- 
ers could use foe register to show 
that they are only doing the same 
as their competitors or adver- 
saries. 

The five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council 
(“the P5”), which happen also to 
be the largest arms suppliers, 
took the lead in proclaiming foe 
need for greater restraint in the 
wake of foe Gulf war. On a 
French suggestion, they have 
held regular meetings on the sub- 
ject. Bat they hardly seem to be 
practising what they preach. 

According to foe Saferworid 
Foundation, a research and lob- 


bying charity, foe U.S. received 
arms orders worth about $28.5bn 
from the Middle East in the two 
years following Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait The principal client was 
Saudi Arabia, with orders of 
more than $17bn — and that was 
before U.S. President George 
Bush approved foe sale of 72 F-15 
fighter jets last month. The admi- 
nistration predicts totaT U.S'. 
arms sales for 1992 worth $35bn, 
foe majority going to foe Middle 
East 

Russia is still foe second big- 
gest arms supplier, although it is 
not so generous with precise fi- 
gures. In 1991 it received orders 
worth $2bn from Syria alone, for 
weapons including T-72 main bat- 
tle tanks, fighter aircraft and mis- 
siles. While Syria claims it needs 
these weapons to offset Israel’s 
overwhelming superiority, Israel 


uses them as an argument to 
extract yet more sophisticated 
weapons from the U.S. It seems 
unlikely that the Middle put 
peace process, of which both the 
U.S. and Russia are sponsors, is 
.thereby facilitated. 

Even more destabilising, in 
both Western and Arab eyes, are 
Russian aims supplies to Iran. 
The value of these is unknown, 
bat in 1991 they reportedly in- 
cluded 25 Su-24 bombers, 50 
MiG-29 fighters, an unknown 
number of MiG-31 and So-27 
airc raf t , and 200 T-72 main battle 
tanks. A Russian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman, Mr. Sergei Yas- 
trzhembsky, recently confirmed 
that Russia would go ahead with 
a contract to sell three kilo-class 
diesel-powered submarines to 
Iran, reportedly wrath $750m. 


even though foe U.S. Senate has 
banned any U.S. aid to Russia 
until arms sales to Iran are 
hatted. 

Annual hard-currency revenue 
from such sales would be three to 
four times greater than the credit 
blocked by foe Senate, explained 
a senior official at foe Russian 
Ministry -of Foreign Economic 
Relations last week — which sug- 
gests reports that Iran is in- 
terested in purchasing a farther 
1,000-1,500 tanks and a variety of 
other equipment may be true. 

Mr. Yastrzhembsky claimed: 
“We take care to see that foe 
regional balance is not upset.” 
Bnt that notion of foe regional 
balance is at the root of the arms 
race, since each state tends to 
measure itself against foe com- 
bined strength of several different 



potential adversaries, and a state 
like Iraq, placed at foe intersec- 
tion of foe Middle East with 
central and south Asa. may ever 
argue that it has to cope with 
threats from more than one re- 
gion. 

The U-K-’s Middle East order 
book, of $4bn in 1990-92 looks * 
meagre by comparison^ but not . 
for want of trying. Touting Brit- 
ish equipment in the Golf is still . _ 
one of the main responsibilities of - 
British defence ministers, and . 
Vickers has been careful not to 
bite foe hand that feeds it by.- 
blaming the government for its ■. 
failure to win the Kuwait con-.,. .. 
tract. 

France is in there too, with;* 
sales to Abu Dhabi, Kuwait,"., 
Oman, Qatar, Turkey and, of 
course, Saudi Arabia. And .< 
Chinese sales (inducting 72 F-7;.j ' 
aircraft to Iran in 1991) are sop--,/, 
posed to be of particular concern- L ' 
to foe U.S. Yet this did not stop 
Mr. Bush authorising foe sale of'-, 

150 F-16 fighter jets to Taiwan-^ 
last month, prompting China to ' 
withdraw from foe P5 talks on_* 
arms control in the Middle F«t- 

One glimmer of hope: The.,; " 
European Parliament, prompted* ' ~ 
by Saferworid, has called for an r: - 
EC code of conduct on arms^w 
exports. It is true that under £ : 
Article 223 of foe Treaty of Rome > > 
the EC cannot pre ve nt any mem- 
ber state from taking “such mea- .£ 
suns as it considers necessary fbrir 
foe protection of the essential.'. 
interests of its security which are^ 
connected with the production of 
or trade in arms.” But at least \r ' - 
member states could be asked 
wby they think arms sales to the . 
Middle East are necessary, 
whereas arms sales to Bosnian • 
(which is actually engaged in a-:. 
struggle for survival against 
aggression and “ethnic deans-.#" 
ing”) are still banned — Financial 
Times. J 


Why Japan is stuck with corrupt ‘money politics’ l 

By Eugene Moosa 

Reuter > , 


TOKYO — Why does Japan's 
political system always boil down 
to corruption and backroom 
deals? Pundits say the system 
merely mirrors the mass of voter- 
taxpayers who seek, and get, 
favours from the politidans they 
put in power. 

Wednesday's resignation of 
Shin Kanemara — master fund — 
raiser, maker of prime ministers 
and polides and choreographer 
of parliamentary business — 
underlines the limit of this 
wheeling-and-dealing style of 
politics, commentators said. 

“It is true that this case showed 
that the system is nearing the end 
of its life span," said Professor 
Tadashi Iyasn of Rynkoku Uni- 
versity. an expert on the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). 
“But there is nothing to replace 
it.” 

Mr. Kanemara took responsi- 
bility for a money-and-mobster 
scandal that shook the govern- 


ment to its foundations, quitting 
parliament and abdicating as 
head of the LDP's dominanf fac- 
tion. 

As well as throwing the Kiichi 

Miyazawa government into tur- 
moil. his departure signify the 
end of an era where ultimate 
political power was wielded by a 
angle faction boss. 

Real power will now rest with 
various alliances of would-be suc- 
cessors to Mr. Kanemara, Mr. 
lyasu said. It is undear who will 
eventually emerge as the new 
LDP linchpin, he added. 

Unlike their western counter- 
parts, the most important power 
base for an LDP leader is not in a 
mass voter following, or even 
patronage by various interest 
groups, out rests with the faction. 

The conservative LDP, in un- 
broken power for 37 years, is 
actually an alliance of five fac- 
tions of lawmakers, built on the 
traditional “oyabun-kobun" or 


“boss-henchman” structure. 

Political prowess rests not with 
a boss’s principles or program- 
mes, but with how many faction 
members he has wider him. 

In the past 20 years, foe domi- 
nant faction, meaning the one 
with the most lawmakers, was the 
group created by Japanese past- 
master of politicking, former. 
Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka, 
and taken over in the mid-1980s 
by Noboni Takeshita. 

After Mr. Takeshita's resigna- 
tion as prime minister over the 
1988-1989 recruit “shares-for- 
favours” scandal, Mr. Kanemara 
rose to be undisputed helmsman 
of the group. 

Over the past four years, Mr. 
Kanemara ’s backstage deals with 
opposition parties were an open 
secret. His was the dedsive voice 
that could make or break prime 
ministers. 

The faction, not foe party, col- 
lects funds to cover costs of their 


members’ election campaigns, 
notorious for their extravagance. 

It is foe faction membership 
card that matters when key posts 
in government and the party * are 
up for grabs, not an individual 
politician’s credibility. 

Successive scandals drove pre- 
miers like Mr. Tanaka and Mr. 
Takeshita from their jobs but 
Japanese voters never tried to 
censure those at the root of foe 
problem. Professor lyasu said. 

“Japanese voters always get 
angry at foe money and the back- 
room deals but they never criti- 
cise faction politics, because, in 
foe end, they are foe ones that 
benefit most.” 

For many Japanese, LDP fac- 
tion structures — which reach all 
foe way down to prefectural, city 
and village assemblies — are the 
only thing that matters when it is" 
time 1 - to decide who ’makes foe 
most out of potitically-expedient 
largesse. 


Factionalism is so deep-rooted 
in Japan that even the dispirited 
opposition parties have resorted 
to the politicking that factional- 
ism breeds, allowing the giant 
LDP to deploy their classic “di- 
vide and rule” policy. 

Notably the socialists but other 
parties too have stuck to unrealis- 
tic post-Worid War H ideologies 

Not that any politician has ever 
tried to tackle the problem at its 
source. 

Tosbiki Kaifil, another man 
Mr. Kanemara hand-picked for 
premier, actually -tried to go all 
the way with a plan to cleanse 
politics by replacing multiple-seat 
constituencies with single- 
member districts, on foe model 
Seen in Britain and other coun- 
tries. 

Since LDP candidates would 
not have' to vie with each other, 
and the party would be sponsor- 
ing only one candidate in each 
district, that would do away with 


. o — - a iiiuinrati 

burden on the individual candh 
date. It should have helped lessen 
the influence of factions. 

Mr. Kaffir also tried to gel 
sorter laws enacted to punish 
toSScss 

polmcal funds control law. 

Hk proposals, for example, 
have meant that Mr. Kanc- 
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Defence lawyers quit Nafeer case I Cairo calm after quake protests 


(Cootinaed fra page 1) 

' 'Jle Vl • 

a, b None of the three lawyers 
^ " R »«; atten( ^ ed Sunday’s session, which 
■< was boycotted by the entire Qar- 

r ^i e ‘ * fci. rash defence team. 

- A./ ^ Speaking on behalf of eight 
lawyers representing Mr. 


Je-iae ^ OT Saturday, and where Mr. Bakr 
a ^ and Mr. Hammad withdrew from 
the case, we too reiterate Mr. 
i -j.. > Baler’s objections and announce 

^ our decision to leave the case.” 
Abdnl Majeed Thneibat, 
yl'J* js whose law firm also represented 
^ £ Mr." Shbeilat, announced his 
>. withdrawal by registering in court 
' ■’cs ,, that he was “surprised to hear 
this morning that the court 
' yesterday held a surprise secret 

s A w"** Session without our knowledge or 
info rmin g ns." 

: * M*j- ffijazi. talking to repor- 
tens after the session, m-ditferf that 

- “representative” lawyers were in- 
« formed on Thursday of Satur- 

?: rrh . day’s session. 

Jodge Faouri, noting that 
Sheikh Qarrash’s lawyer Ahmad 
;-Vh-2* j Abu Arkoub also had sent a 
< notice of bis team’s withdrawal, 
accepted all n>' tons and ruled 
that Mr. Sh* t and Sheikh 
■ ~ ■ * 5 - Qarrash had until Tuesday to 

- : - appoint new defence counsels. In 

r -- ^ the event that the two defendants 

• V. ; did not name anyone, then the 

• j . court will appoint lawyers for 

* them at government expense, the 

- judge said. 

jr. : i' m According to Jndge Faouri, the 


fore the Hi^ier Court of Justice 
means that its ruling will not be 
binding. 

“If the Higher Court of Justice 
finds that the State Security 
Court £5 unconstitutional, 'then 
these is no doubt that there will 
be a complete retrial of the case,” 
he said adding that the defence 
team would return to represent 
Mr. Shbeilat in suoh an event. 

Back at the State Security 
Court, Maj. Hijazi briefed repor- 
ters on Saturday’s secret session. 

He said “secret witness Yas- 
sin,” whom ‘he would identify 
further only as a “'merchant who 
travels between Syria and Iran,” 
testified in .court to have “carried 
an amount of 300,000 deuts- 
cfamarks (about $200,000) from 
the I ranian leadership at the pres- 
idential palace to Mr. Shbeilat in 
Amman in April 1992.” 

The witness, whose credentials 
and documents were not in- 
spected by the defence, also testi- 
fied that be had carried two let- 
ters from Mr. ShbeOat to the 
Iranian leadership, according to 
Maj. Hijazi. 

The charge-sheet accuses the 
defendants of taking funds from a . 
foreign country to finanm A1 
Nafeer, which allegedly was bom 
out of a meeting of revolutionary 
groups held in Tehran in 1990. 

Mr. Shbeilat denied knowing 
the witness at aQ when asked as 
be was escorted out of the cour- 
troom. “No, no way,” he said, 
vigourously shaking his head. 


(Conttewd Dram page 1) 


The government accused “ex- 
tremist elements” — by which it 
often means Muslim fun- 
daihentalists — of trying to incite 
riots after the quake. 

Information ' Minister Safwat 
A1 Sharif said the cabinet held a 
■meeting Saturday and discussed 
“the fact that some extremist 
dements are trying to exploit the 
situation and to incite tiie citizens 
to riot-” 

“Sat* attempts will be dealt 
with firmly and decisively.” be 
told Egyptian Tadfo. “These ele- 
ments are faying to Hamap* tile 
splendid stand taken by the Egyp- 
tian people.” 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki said 
Saturday that all the homeless 
would be off the streets within 
three or four days. 

But some people are refusing 
temporary accommodation in 
youth centres and tents and are 

demanding i mmediat e re-hn man g 
in apartments in new satellite 


towns outride Cairo. Others ac- 
cused government officials of 
neglecting them because they 
were poor. 

“Our souls have no price,” said 
Si ham Mohammad Abdul Ghaf- 
far. “No-one cares what happens 
to ns." 

Mir. Mubarak said Egypt was 
doing more for quake victims 
than the United States had done 
for victims of a hurricane in Au- 
gust 

“The sort Of compensation and 
rehousing happening in Egypt 
now did not take place even in 
the United States where the vic- 
tims of the Florida hurricane 
were only offered bank guaran- 
tees,” Mr. Mubarak added. 

- The government had rehoused 

2,000 families by Friday in a 
satellite area in a desert city 
outside Cairo. But thousands 
more people are still camping out 
in paries, tents and mosques too 
frightened to sleep in damaged 
shim buildings- 


Ashrawi regrets attacks on Israelis 


(Continued from page X) 


• •. 4= '; court was informed Thursday of 

wi&ess “Yassin,” who had “im- 
portant. information regarding 
this case.” 

-j “The (witness) came to this, 

country especially for this case to, * 
: as he told the court, reveal the 

“ truth and to clear his consden- 
’ ce,” said the judge. “It was the 
' — - court’s duty to hear and hold this 
legal session.” 

{ According to Maj. Hijazi, the 
witness had requested a secret 
testimony before the court be- 
cause “he was afraid to reveal his 
identity.” The prosecutor blamed 
the defence for “leaking the 
... name of the witness to the press." 

. ‘ Deputy Abdul Karim Dughmi; 

'[ ; a member of Mr. Shbeilat's ori- 
7 gmaj defence team, later told a 
* 7 press conference that his group 
. ' decided to withdraw from the 

- ■'case in protest against “the 

. court’s handling of the case;”_ : 
' “We are not at all at ease with 

• J,/ - the way the case is being hand- 
— led,” he said. _i‘ • 

Mr. Dughmi, a former mimster 

- '- and now deputy speaker of the 
r -< m House, told reporters at the Par- 

' tiament building that the House 
'• had formed a special panel repre- 
" - •- seating all blocs and independent 
: deputies to follow up on the case 
of their colleagues “at all higher 
levels, inducting His Majesty the 
•• King, the prime minister and 
. i others.” 

. .: : “This is the proper role of the 

• legislative authority in situations 
.•- ;> Hke this,” Mr. Dughmi said, 

r speaking in his capacity as deputy 
: speaker. 

Stuffing to his role as a lawyer, . 
rr.Mr. Dughmi, who attended Sun- 
.day’s court sesrion, said the de- 
-fence team was “awaiting the 
:■ ^.verdict of the Higher Court of 
. . v -..Justice on the constitutionality of 
'. Lthe State Security Court.” 

. .. "The case was filed by Mr. Bakr 
on behalf of the first defendant’s 
~ 'T : wife, Rima Shbeilat, before the 
. State Security Court began the A1 
'* Nafeer trial on Sept. 29. 

- The plaintiff argues that the 
: State Security Court had no con- 

• “ stitutionat basis and therefore it 
“"'has no jnrisdiction to try any 
■’ Teases. 

V Citing provisions in the Jorda- 
"nian Constitution, Deputy Dugb- 

- mi argued Sunday that the estab- 
| lishment of the State Security 

- Court under a 1959 law was in 
contravention of the Constitu- 
tion. 

- He said the Constitution stipu- 

- lates three distinct categories of 
courts in Jordan — civil, religious 
ud special — and that although 
he State Security Court could be 

^^-'inder “special” category, “there 
I s no constitutional provision for 

S uch a court with its distinct 
structure.” 

Mr. Dughmi said that all cate- 
gories of courts were appointed 
>y a special judicial council under 
be Constitution while the State 
iecurity Court was named by the 
>rime minister - under the 1959 
aw,' 

' “The 1959 law is unconstitu- 
ional since there is no mention of 
uch a category of law in the 
Constitution, and we have moved 
‘he Higher Court of Justice to 
ule on the issue,” be said. 

When the case was first filed at 
. be Higher Court of Justice, a 
senior official was quoted as 
. aying that provisions existed for 
’* etting up the State Security 
. jourt in cases of emergency 
- J ituations. 

Mr. Bakr challenged this asser- 
.’on by saying that me “emerge n- 
y situations” as referred to in the 
‘ -.959 law no longer existed and 
. oerefore there is no basis for the 
stabtishment of the State Secur- 
. y Court 

Mr. Dughmi said that any ver- 
icf reached by the State Security 
- knnt in the A1 Nafeer case bo- 


out from the case, Maj. Hijazi 
said that he was not surprised 
since “the defence began prepar- 
ing for a withdrawal with state- 
ments made in the press since last 
week.” 

He attributed the pullout to 
what be described as “the begin- 
ning of the (presmiting) prosecu- 
tion’s evidence against (Mr.) 
Shbeilat” 

The prosecutor also questioned 
why Sheikh Qarrash’s defence 
withdrew in protest against the 
secret session “when the testi- 
mony had nothing to do with 
their client” 

In the protest against the 
Shbeflat trial, around 100 men 
who had arrived in Amman from 
the south of the country, where 
the deputy originally comes from, 
chanted slogans in support of Mr. 
Shbeilat as be was driven out erf 
the court gates in a police car, 
which. was followed by a blue 
armoured vehicle. 

The police car carrying Mr. 
Shbeilat and four blu^^ad 
policemen had to stop briefly as 
men threw themselves at the 
moving vehicle and banged on its 
sides with their h*nrt$_ Security 
officers immediately pulled back 
the angry men who chanted “we 
will sacrifice our souls and Mood 
for Abu Fahran (Mr. Shbeilat)." 

Shouting “Allaim Akbar,” the 
crowd staged a small demonstra- 
tion in die street, some of them 

bolds^he ke^relij^^toe^air. 

Before getting into waiting cars 
to regroup at Mr. Sbhehat’s par- 
liamentary office, some of them 
said theiy were “depending on His 
Majesty King Hussein’s sense of 
justice to solve this problem” one 
man, who identified himself only 
as Abu Zein, said a group of 
Shbeilat supporters from the 
south had requested a meeting 
with the King. 

The demonstrators, who de- 
scribed themselves as “repre- 
sentatives of the thousands of 
supporters of ‘Abu Farhan’ from 
Tafileh and Ma’an,” also said 
they supported the defence deci- 
sion to withdraw from the trial. 

Later, about 200 s up porters 
gathered at Mr. Shbeilat’s office 
to hold a meeting in support of 
the deputy. 

Addressing the gathering pan- 
Arab political activist Bahjat Abu 
Gharbiyeh said the meeting was 
aimed at “defending democracy” 
and railed on Mr. Shbeilat’s con- 
stituents to support the deputy. 

s 

He read out a one-and-a-half 
page memorandum describing 
the case of Mr. Shbeilat as “a 
rase of freedom, democracy, jus- 
tice, and real stability and secur- 
ity,” and urged the p arti cipants of 
the meeting to sign the docu- 
ment. 

Also distributed at tbe meeting 1 
was another petition calling for 
the release of Mr. Shbeilat. 
Prominent among the signatories 
were Parliament members, poli- 
tical activists from leftist and 
Islamic groups, including some 
Muslim Brotherhood leaders, 
and union representatives. 


Mr. --Rabin attributed the vio- 
lence to the Palestinians' frustra- 
tion with Israel's refusal, at this 
stage, to negotiate then- final 
political status. 

.Israel entered the talks a year 
ago' on tbe understanding that 
they would aim only for an in- 
terim solution entailing Limited 
Palestinian self-government. 

He said he expected the 
Palestinians to come to terms 
with the Israeli position during 
the next round of talks. 

Also, Mr. Rabin said, the 
Palestinians feared being left be- 
hind by progress in the Israeli- 


Syrian talks. 

“There was a feeling that 
something was begnming to move 
on the Syrian side” and that the 
Palestinians had “lost the worlds’ 
attention. The world's expecta- 
tions were more in the Syrian 
context,” he said. 

Mr. Rabin has told Israeli villa- 
gers to arm themselves. 

Mr. Rabin said farmers living 
close to the West Bank bonier, 
where the killings occurred,” 
must organise, help the police 
and army to organise, be armed, 
be more alert and ready to 
react.” 


,\d 



More Power 
Less Space 


THE LEO WAY ! 


Hassan II hopes to mediate lifts 


(Continued from page 1) 

The king has Jong had dose cleanse the. 
and cordial links with conserva- new impetu 
five Arab heads of state. His ties negotiation! 
with Syria have improved after A Palesti 
several rifts. nisation so 

He has not made an extensive would prob 
tour of the area since 1962, a year veiling of ar 
after ascending the' throne, when is Jong ove 
he visited Saudi Arabia, Turkey, differences 
Iran, Jordan and Tunisia, prefer-. . ty.” 
ring instead to stage* a series of Foreign 1 
Aim summits in Moroccan cities. Filali went 
The conservative Rabat daily Qatar ea; 
A1 Maghrib said in an editorial apparently 
tbe king’s tour would be tbe first fuse their t 
at a high level since the Gulf war conferi 
and “no-one is better placed to Damascus. 


cleanse the Arab dimate and give 
new impetus to the Arab-IsraeE 
negotiations.”. 

A Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation source said the king 
would probably propose tbe con- 
vening of an Arab summit “which 
is Jong overdue to settle Arab 
differences and reestabh&h um->- 

ty -” '• ' - • 

Foreign Minister Abdul Latif 
Filali went to Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar earlier this month, 
apparently in an attempt to de- 
fuse their territorial dispute. He 
also conferred with Mr. Assad in 
Damascus. 




You are cordially invited to visit our stand at 

Amman Computer Expo 92’ 

held at Amm an International Show Hall. 
Oct. 19th till Oct. 23rd. From 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 


Robed Arabi Computer Corp. (RACC) 

9th. Floor - Shibli Center Jabal AFHussein Amman - Jordan 
P.O.Box 926236 Tel: 664343 - 683754 Fax: 655092 - 683754 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 



CROWN 

1 INT’L EST. ig 
| Packing, shipping, = 
3 forwarding, storage, ■ 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 






UN JORDAN — 

-fr Kos Dryctean, 1 He Service 
☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 
■A Keys Service 

A Uphofetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pfea 
Hot, phone 821856, Fax 
828163 


size 30% foxgmr. . 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

' available 

Open Datfy 12£0-&30 pm 
7-30-H.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

lbwards 3rdtircto 







Tti;6595l9 659520 


U.N.team 

(Continued from page 1) 


‘The regime believes that a 
new U.S. administration minus 
Bush will be far more under- 
standing and flexible," said an 
Asian diplomat in the Iraqi capit- 
al, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “It may be wishful 
thinking, but this is what tbe 
regime believes.” 
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CHINESE FOOD 

Open daUyy 

Tel: 03-314415 


/T H0TEL . 

' M I r I .Vy -IT,- r 1*1 

J' ‘,^“or.VL V 


' The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girls School 

TafaHamysHvIn 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

| 7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 638968 
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colorful atmosphere 
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Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


[BELLY DANCINGi 


Res:665121 



fits Fbst Spa h fee ffitbDe East based o^bot Snffimms ndsend Rater 
Springs oftfgb mbrend Owc pita ti w fix fee Core of 
1 Khumatizm * Arthritis * Sinusitis * Digestive disease? 
■ Or Just ter blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

‘ On Room Rates 

For Ron Jordanians ■ Residents ’ 

Ataman : SOS27I/2 . 6S837S . 688910 - Fnmttrri : OS 543500 


4 RENT 

Super super deluxe 
penthouse.. Unfur- 
nished. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms. 

Location: Tla’a Al Ali 
Price JD 7,000 

For further details, plea se calk 


Tel.: 810605, 810609 
.Fax: $10520 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
v Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAirOTEL 

|Uj<|I|Is 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
.Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 

B'jsinessirer; 




Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 




Taka away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



Taka away service 
& home delivery 

Open dail 


:00 - is 18 - Midnight 

Near Third Circle, 
ipposite Akilah Hospital 
abal Amman, tel. 641093 
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Sport 


Deportivo topple Barcelona to stay top 


MADRID (Agencies) — Cham- 

■ *. pious Barcelona crashed 1-0, and had 

■ -"Dutch coach Johan Cruyff ipoked. 
• surprise leaders Deportivo 
v •..Coruna caused another upset in 

the Spanish Soccer League Satur- 
_?day. 

,u; Second-placed Barcelona's un- 
ws beaten record this season came to 
-(.'An end under constant bombard- 
— „ment from Deportivp, leaving an 
unsmiling Cruyff to comment: “It 
| -- -was a great match." 

The Dutchman, cautioned for 
protesting from the coach's 
bench, was among seven book- 
ings — three for home team 
Deportivo and four for Barcelona 
— -as the tension mounted. 

Deportivo, who have surged to 
the top of the league after 
finishing 17th last season, beat 
Real Madrid two weeks ago. 

- Barcelona looked disorientated 
in the first 10 minutes as Deporti- 
■ ‘vo's Brazilian Jose Bebeto and 
Claudio Barragan led a two- 
pronged attack through their 
. leaky defence. 

Deportivo piled on the press- 

- ure but failed to turn early 
chances into goals. The cham- 

- pions in turn wasted their first 
real chance, a one-on-one be- 
tween Aitor Be gu instain and De- 
portivo keeper Francisco Liano, 
in the 28th minute. 

Deportivo further lifted the 
tempo in the second half until 


Bebeto, their' key marksman, 
Anally managed to give Barcelo- 
na defender Albert Ferrer the 
slip. 

With a deft change of direc- 
tion, he pushed the ball past 
keeper Andoni Zubizarreta for a 
73rd minute winner. 


Nantes upset Marseille 


Etienne Mendy also scored 
twice to give St. Etienne a 2-1 
victory over Bordeaux in a dash 
between the two sides who 
dominated French soccer in the 
19?0s and 1980s respectively. 

At the other end of the' table, 
Toulon fell 1-0 at Lille to stay 
bottom with a meagre six points 
out of 11 matches. 


Jafet N'doram from Chad 
headed a first half goal to give the 
youthful Nantes side a 1-0 victory 
over champions Marseille Satur- 
day and thrust them to the top of 
the French League. 


Norwich head English Premier 
League 


Norwich goalkeeper Bryan 
Gunn put personal tragedy aside 
Saturday to help his team back to 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Nantes are now one point dear 
of former leaders Paris St. Ger- 
main, who where held to a 1-1 
draw by lowly Lens. Cameroon 
marksman Francois Omam-Biyik 
put the club from northern 
France on top in the 75th minute 
before Francois Calderaro scored 
the equalizer three minutes later. 

Paris, who remain the only 
unbeaten side of the 20-strong 
field, are three (mints ahead of 
main rivals Marseille and Mona- 
co. The team from the principal- 
ity lifted a 2-1 away victory at 
Sochaux thanks to two goals by 
former Paris striker Christian 
Perez. 


Andretti wins pole 


MONTEREY. California (AP) 
— Michael Andretti did just what 
he. had to do. taking the pole 
position for the Monterey Grand 
Prix with one hot lap and making 
it tougher for Bobby Rahal to 
outrun him for the Indycar 
Championship. 

His seventh pole of the year 
and fourth in a row gave Andretti 
one more championship point 
and cut Rahal's lead to 1 1 going 
into the season-finale at Laguna 
Seca Raceway. 

To take the pole. Andretti had 
to go faster than he did in the 
opening round of qualifying, de- 


riently to see if provisional pole 
winner Paul Tracy or anyone else 
could do better. 


Tracy, who set a track record 
Friday at 111.856 mph (179.976 
kph). was unable to better that 
lap Saturday, but held onto 
second, followed by teammate 
Emerson Fittipaldi at 111.396 
mph (179.236 kph). fellow Canadian 
Scott Goodyear 111.333 mph 
(179.135 kph) and Mario Andret- 
ti at 110.481 (177.764 kph). 


spite hotter temperatures and a 
slower track surface. 


slower track surface. 

The defending race and series 
champion turned the fast lap of 
111.967 mph (180.155 kph) just. 
8*6 minutes into the 30-minute 
session, then had to wait impa- 


Rahal, sixth after Friday's 
qualifying, held that spot with a 
Saturday lap of 110.096 mph 
(177.145 kph). John Andretti was 
next at 109.961 mph (176.927 
kph), while A1 U riser Jr. — the 
only other driver with a chance at 
the series title fell one spot to 
“girth at 109.912 mph (176.848 
kph). 


INDEPENDENT SMALL FLAT 
FOR RENT 


Fully furnished ground-floor, with private gate and garden 
in a two-floor private building located in the best residen- 
tial area, between the 5th & 4th Circles (near the Guests' 
House) No. 147 Zahran Road — Jabal Amman. 

Cosy, typical, for a nice couple, consists of: Salon, dining 
room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom and fully equipped kitchen. 
Central heating, colour TV, telephone and car park. 

If interested, please call tel. 671509 
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> ELECTRONIC TOUCH 

NEW ii 

ESTABLISHMENT 

AS I 

IETURNW 


E.F.Eng. BASSAM AMOURY 


ELECTRONIC SERVICES 
AUDIO - VISUAL SYSTEMS 
&. SATELLITE RECIVERS 


Jerusalem Jewel Commercial Center 
Abdali - b 2. Tel. 654869, Amman -Jordan 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 

A T ANN AH HIRSCH 
■01992 Tfftuna U«M Sancm. me. 


ONE FROM THE BOOKS 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
#J0S 
K J4 
0 A 10 3 
* A Q 8 6 4 


WEST EAST 

* J9832 4 A Q 4 

9872 C 10 9 5 3 

vQ97 v J 8 6 4 

♦73 ♦ K2 

SOUTH 

♦ K 7 6 
T A Q6 
v K 5 2 

♦ J 10 9 5 
The bidding 

South West North East 
1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Three of ♦ 

■ Bridge is a strategic and psycho- 
logical, as well as a technical game. 
The latter aspect is more than ade- 
quately covered in the existing liter- 
ature; the first two are relegated to 
an occasional chapter here and 
there. Now that gap is partly filled 
by Mike Lapkin's Invitation to An- 
nihilation (Devyn Press, paperback, 
144 pp-, S&95, available Grom The 
Bridge World. 39 W. 94th St, New 
York N.Y. 10025), which shows how 
(L-cJarer can make life difficult for 
. . „ v: ! «mf * there *r.in 


most of the hands before, and are 
jarred by such terms as “lefty" and 
“righty" and some loose writing, but 
the material is well chosen, interest- 
ing and educational 

There is one helpful tip we've 
seen only once before in print: tbe 
"Rule of Seven" when declaring a no 
trump contract "When the oppor 
neats have attacked your weak suit 
and you can afford to let them hold 
the lead, subtract the total number 
of cards you bold in both hands 
from seven. The difference is tbe 
number of times you should hold up 
before winning- If you are biased 
with more than one stopper in the 
weak suit then you can hold up one 
less time for each additional 
stopper.” 

Suppose that after opening a 
weak no trump you arrive at three 
no trump. West leads a spade. East 
wins the ace and returns tbe queen. 
Applying the Rule of Seven, you 
have five cards in the suit which, 
subtracted from seven, means you 
must hold up twice. So hold iqi the 
king of spades until the third'round. 
and the king of clubs is the only 
other trick for the defenders. 

Don't write to tell us that East 
should have played the queen of 
spades to the Hist trick to foil any 
holdup attempt. We know, and so 


the top of English soccer's Pre- 
ttier League standings. 

Gunn was given indefinite 
leave by the dub last weekend 
after his two-year-old daughter 
Francesca died from leukaemia, 
but insisted on taking his place in 
the side for Saturday's home 
game against Queen Park Ran- 
gers. 

With league leader Blackburn 
not playing at Aston Villa until 
Monday, Norwich had the chance 
Saturday to regain top position 
and avenge its 7-1 drubbing by 
Blackburn two weeks ago. 

A penalty goal in the second 
half to, Mark Bowen and a 64th 


minute header from Chris Sutton 
gave the home team a comfort- 
able lead before QPR’s Bradley 
Allen slotted a goal past Gunn in 
the 75tfa minute. 

Gunn had already saved one 
attempt from Dennis Bailey, and 
had to make two more in the final 
minutes as QPR pressed home its 
attack. 

The goalkeeper’s efforts 
allowed Norwich to hold out for 
the victory. The dub must now 
wait until Monday to know 
whether it mil retain its two point 
lead. 

Third placed Coventry, with 
the opportunity to creep past 
Blackburn into second, managed 
a 1-1 tie at Everton to retain an 
unbeaten away record. 

Peter Beagrie gave Everton 
the lead in the 28th minute before 
Coventry's Peter Ndolvu ran the 
length of the ground to score off a 
deflection in the 44th minute. 

In other premier league games 
Saturday, Nottingham Forest lost 
to Arsenal 1-0 to remain at the 
bottom of the league table after 
12 rounds, while Cbebea defeated 
Ipswich 2-1. 

Crystal Palace played a score- 
less tie with Manchester City, 
champion Leeds overcame Shef- 
field United 3-1, Sheffield 
Wednesday hosted Oldham for a 
2-1 victory 


Ivan Lendl wins 
92nd career title 


TOKYO (Agendes) — Ivan 
Lendl ended a 14-month cham- 
pionship brought Sunday, bounc- 
ing back from a 2-5 first set deficit 
for a 7*6 (9-7), 64 victory over 
hot-serving Swede Henrik Holm 
in the $1.1 million Seiko Super 
Tennis. 

Holm slammed in 18 service- 
aces but had nine double faults. 
He let two set points slip away in 
the first set's eight game. 

Lendl, a native of Czechoslova- 
kia, received S135.000 for his first 
championship since becoming an 
American citizen in July. Tbe 
24-year-old Holm, who beat the 
third, sixth and e^ith seeds on his 
way ■ to the final, received 
$72,600. 

M Ifs nice to win. It was a tough 
game," said Lendl, at 32 tbe 
oldest player in the tournament 
after winning his 92nd career 
title. He last won a tournament in 
August 1991 in Long Island, but 
now has won the Seiko Super 
four times. 

“He (Holm) served very well 
so it was important to get the. ball- 
back preferably low to put press- 
ure on him." said Lendl, who 
held the top world ranking in 
men's tennis in 1985, 1986. 1987 


and 1989 but since has slipped to 
ninth. 

Holm said, “I was not dis- 
appointed. .I.It's good experi- 
ence for me as I played very good 
baseline rallys against one of the 
best baseline players in the 
world.” 

Holm, whose world ranking 
has shot up to 35th from 129th at 
die start of this year, broke ser- 
vice at love in the sixth game as 
Lendl hit a lob and a passing shot 
wide. 

But he oouldn't hold a 40-15 
lead at 5-2. Lendl held service 
and broke back in the ninth 


game. 

En route to the final, Lendl 
beat American Todd Martin 7-5, 
2-6, 7-5. llth-seeded Wally 
Masur of Australia 6-7 (4-7), 64 
7-6 (74), fourth-seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia 6-3, 64, and 
second-seeded Michael Chang of 
the United States 6-3, 64. 

Holm defeated American 
Bryan Shelton 64, 2-6, 64, third- 
seeded Boris Becker of Germany 
6-1, 6-2, sixth-seeded Wayne Fer- # 
reira of South Africa 7-6, (7-5), 
6-2, and eighth-seeded Alexander 
Volkov of Russia 7-5. 6-2. 


Navratilova celebrates 
birthday in style 



FILDERSTADT, Germany (R) 
— Martina Navratilova cele- 
brated her 36th birthday Sunday 
with a 7-6 6-3 victory over Gab- 
riels Sabatini in tbe final of the 
$350,000 Filderstadt Women's 
Tennis Tournament. Although 
the Argentine played well in the 
first set, she was overwhelmed 
7-1 in the tiebreak and Navratilo- 


va never looked back. 

. “After the defeat in Zurich 
against Steffi Graf last Sunday, I 
was feeling pretty bad," Navrati- 
lova said. “But I've been feeling 
better and better." 

Asked about tbe crowd's sup- 
port for her, the American quip- 
ped: “Maybe the people are sorry 
for an older woman." 


Rodrigo ready to claim world title 


LONDON (R) — Brilliant Rod- 
rigo De Triano. the new cham- 
pion of Europe, is ready to take 
on horse racing's best in the 
world at tbe Breeders' Cup in 
Florida October 31. 


Trainer Peter Chappie-Hyam is 
ready to let owner Robert Sangs- 


ter have his way and run the colt 
for tbe first time on dirt in the $3 
million Breeders' Cup Classic, 
the world's richest horse race. 

One big London bookmaker 
makes Rodrigo De Triano 3-1 
favourite for the Classic, a race 
that no European-trained horse 
has ever won. 
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Moscow Spartak win Russian championship 


MOSCOW (R) — Moscow Spartak beat Lokomotiv 4-1 Saturday 
to clinch the Russian Soccer Championship two weeks before the 
end of the league season. The championship, being played for the 
first time since 1913, was revived after former Soviet republics 
failed to agree on forming a Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) league. 


Rosewall-Gullikson rout Laver-Lloyd 


PONTE VEDRA, Florida (AP) — Ken Rose wall of Australia 
and American Tom Gullikson needed only 53 minutes to rout 
Rod Laver and John Lloyd 6-1, 6-2, winning^ the $100,000 ATP 
Senior Tour Tennis Championship. “They just played together 
very well at the beginning and never let us get into tee match," 
said the 54-year-old Laver, a two-time Grand Slam champion. 
Rosewall, the oldest player in the tournament at 58, and 
Gullikson, 41, playing his first ATP tour senior event, won tee 
last five games of the opening set with the loss of only three 
points. 


Americans rally, avenge Olympic loss 


BRUSSELS (BELGIUM) 

TO SELL 

1 . Residential area in Brussels: Several luxury apartments 
from $350,000 to $850,000. 

2. 100 km from Brussels: Industrial building on 5,000 
sq.m, of land. Offices and showroom. Parking 12,000 
sq.m. $3,500,000. 

3. Brussels: Real estate society. Head office and develop- 
ment company in its own building where apartments 
are rent for $57,800 a year. $850,000. 

For further information apply to: 

Depret, 12, Rue Baron Van der Noot 
1180 - Brussels (Belgium) 

Phone: (32-2) 374 86 04 
Fax: (32-2) 675 39 72 


NEW YORK (AP) — The United States raided from a .10-6 
deficit in the fourth game and defeated Japan, 3-1, in tee 1992 
US A- Japan volleyball summit at Madison Square Garden. This 
was a rematch of the controversial meeting in Barcelona, when 
tee U.S. had its victory over Japan overturned on a tedmicaJky. 
Tbe United States, led by Olympian Bob Sam ue Ison, started the 
match by blowing a 10-0 lead in tee first game and losing, 16-14. 
The United States went on to win tbe last three games, 15-8, 15-3 
and 16-14. The United States, which went on to win the bronze 
medal in Barcelona, leads the series 3-1 with the final stop 
scheduled for Tuesday in St. Louis. 


Fischer wins chess game, leads 8-4 


BELGRADE (R) — Bobby Fischer, America's best-known and 
most unpredictable chess player, won again against Boris Spassky 
late Saturday night, and now leads their $5 million replay series 
eight games to four. Experts watching the match said the end 
game, unlike most of tee mediocre play between tee two former 
chess giants, was one for tee textbooks. Tbe defeat was a bitter 
blow to Spassky, who had hauled back his first game in three 
weeks Friday. Sunday's game, their 22nd, will show whether the 
55-year-old former world champion, now based in Paris, has the 
psychological strength to fight bade. Fischer took tbe world title 
from Spassky in Reykjavik in 1972. 


Andy Capp 


Mutt'll’ Jeff 



— HAVE YOU Y NO, MUM! I WILL YOU Y IF I STAY A 
NB«S^^ENCESjAUtfMSSm/lH STAY WITH) WEEK tlL 
FROM PLACES (ONE FAMILY US A LONG I STAY FOR 
YbUvJoRRFDj UNTILTHE k TIME? A! 
BEFOREPJllpBjPlEWE! 


r NOT AFTER t <50 
O (TO ALL THE TROUBLE 


oFTEWHWGARWu: 
l MY WAVS; I DON'T! 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY OCTOBER 19, 1992 
B, Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Canon Rrghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
you arc critical of friends, you find 
that you lose favour with tiieir. that 
will be difficult to regain later on. 
Soda! events have a lot of appeal 
at present unless you are forced to 
inin with those vou don't really 


you will be in a position to get off 
with a critical associate and work 


join with those you 
care for. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look for some benefit from a 
charmer at a distance early, then 
you would be wise to nick to 
whatever private arrangements 
you have made before this. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Some condition connected with 
your work is made easier in the 
morning but then you later find 
teat obligations you hadn't antici- 
pated take too much of your time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
early invitation from an outside 
wacnriaw early should be accepted 
but later you have some worldly 
problem requiring much care in 
solving. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider now what new 
ideas or course of action you wish 
to put in motion and make a 
special point to await gaining well 
rounded data before so doing. 

LEO: -(July 22 to August 21) 
Accept some coming pleasure 
arrangements after breakfast, then 
make sure you are exact and par- 
ticular in keeping whatever prom- 
ises you have made. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Get something pleasant done 
for your family in the morning then 


out better i^pport. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Think about the various mes- 
sages you want to get out and do 
them in the morning while latrr 
take it easy in fixing up your 
surroundings as problems could 
arise. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A surprise practical matter 
pleases you early so get it done 
quickly after which yon will have to 
solve some blockage where yoar 
talent is concerned. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You get up with a 
feeling of well being and inspired 
to a tine course of action so pursue 
but you find home conditions re- 
quire much focus. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can early gain 
some data you had not expected so 
use it to your advantage, then you 
will be able to delve into com- 
munications perplexing to you. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A long time older friend 
brings some benefit to you early 
then you will find it advisable to* 
use much caution in any financial 
committments. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Do something fascinating in 
the outside world early then you 
will find that you wQI be so preoc- 
cupied with your personal needs 
you don't have time for other 
things. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“Ifs the neighbors. They can’t hear 
their TV because you’re 
chewing too loud.” 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




IT5 USUALLY EASY 
TO WIN A LOT OF 
/MONEY AT THE 
RACETRACK IF 
YOU'RE THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
loan the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 



Saturday's 


Jumbles: USURP 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CIPHER WALRUS 


Answer. That grouch is never fufty dressed in the 

morning until he puts on this — His SCOWL 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Mattlww Higgins 



ACROSS 
1 “Queen — Day" 
5 Meatjely 

HJ Do — on (treat 
afcafcUy) 

14 Rainbow 

15 Jeweled 
hrmrlptero 

18 Party snack 

17 Comer sitter 

IB Bflt* pref. 

20 Sign 

21 Away from the 
wind 

22 Erring pttnher 

24 Gertie 

25 FOmon 

28 Principal study 


9 bh am 
aHaaun 


a aaal 

a^H 


■aaiag ai 
■■■■■ aai 
Emmu aui 
■■■ auu 
E aauu 
«■■■■■ ; 
!■■■■■ ai 


■ ami 


■ aaa 
iaiig 

ai 


53 Pneumatic (Ml 

56 Canter or trot 

57 "A mtte-ls as 

goodea-" 

58 Busy as — 

59 Kan of comics 

60 Horseman 
81 Coal residue 


DOWN 

1 Suva's land 

2 Algerian dry 

3 Haystack 

4 Request 

5 Gotef (stands 


25 Mathis Mt 
28 Bamako's lend 

27 Inland sea 

28 Hare 

29 t-tamner ta&d 
. parts 

31 Continue to 
subscribe 

33 Madam cash 

34 Abound 
aeCannktfl 

container 

37 Mated 

39 Robert De — 

40 Craving 


itnno ni 
nnning nrnnn ni 
onnnn nrcnn ni 
nnnnripiQnnn ni 

nn0[j rannn , nni 

nnnBRg^nHP 01 

nnn" 

nKRn RK 

norm ndnn HR! 


42 Awn 

SMB*- 

45 Cloth told 
48 Lom Joint 
48 Etehng agent 


PrtpttofoW 

50 Onion Un 

51 Gratis 

54 Friend In 
Cannes 

55 Unknown feStaw 
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By Sarah Helm 

\ 

NATAN SHARANSKY’S squat 
figure recoils as he describes how 
he was first challenged to take up 
the Palestinian cause. It was in 
1986, when be had just arrived in 
Israel after nine years in a Soviet 
labour camp, that he was asked, 
by two Palestinians to support the 
case of Akram Haniyeh, a 
Palestinian newspaper editor who 
had been deported. One of his 
supplicants, Faisal Hnssetni, was 
a leading West Bank FLO sup- 
porter. When Mr. Sharansky 
found out, he rejected their 
pleas, condemning the PLO as a 
“band of cut-threats.’* 

Mir. Sharansky still c&ngs to 
this view. “It didn’t take me long 
to realise that the analogy be- 
tween their cause and ours was 
dangerous and take,” be says. 
Nor is he a kmc voice among 
those other Prisoners of Zion (as 
they were known to Jews 
throughout the world), who 
escaped Soviet persecution. 

Most of IsraeTs erstwhile re- 
fuseniks reject calls that they take 
up the banner of universal human 
rights and, in particular, the 
rights of Palestinians. Yosef Men- 
delevich helped to organise the 
1971 Leningrad plane-hijack {riot, 
which first focused world atten- 
tion on the Soviet Jews’ oppres- 
sion. Ida Nudel, the refuseniks’ 
so-called “angel of mercy,” ran a 
support network in Moscow for 
fellow Jews, before she was ex- 
iled to Siberia. Both are even 
mfrrc emphatic than Sharansky in 
rejecting the Palestinian analogy. 

Mr. Mendelevich has deman- 
ded the death sentence for 


French foreign ministry 
says Rushdie welcome 


PARIS (agencies) — Salman 
Rushdie, the British novelist con- 
demned to death in 1989 by Iran’s 
late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini foT his '’Satanic 
Verses,” is welcome in France, 
the foreign ministry said Friday, 
disputing reports he had thrice 
been turned down. 

Ministry spokesman Daniel 
Bernard said that as a European 
Community (EC) citizen free to 
circulate, no French consulate 
had received requests for his en- 

fcy- 

Mr. Bernard’s statement came 
following the publicat ion in the 
national daily Le Figaro of an 
open letter by French writer 
Bernard-Henri Levy, demanding 
an explanation for the reported 
refusals. 

Mr. Levy wrote that he learned 
Mr. Rushdie had been denied 
permission to enter France on 
three different occasions. The 
two met earlier this week in 
Finland at a conference spon- 
sored by the Scandinavian Coun- 
cil. 

“I have been to Norway, to the 
United States, to Denmark and 
to Spain. But there is another 
European country where I have 
wanted to go for several 
months,” Mr. Levy quoted Mr. 
Rushdie as telling the conference 
of Scandinavian deputies. “Three 
times I have let it be known; 
three times I have been denied 
permission and this country is 
France.” 

One of France’s most out- 
spoken intellectuals, Mr. Levy 


called on Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas to clarify the official 
position on Mr. Rushdie. 

“It would be unforgivable, an 
image of France dosing its doors 
to a writer whose only crime is to 
have committed a beautiful, a 
very beautiful book winch has 
displeased book-burners,” Mr. 
Levy wrote. 

Mr. Levy said that if France 
were to reject Mr. Rushdie again, 
h would be either “ridiculous” or 
“odious.” 

“No-one can ignore the. feet' 
that, in ~ reality, we have wel- 
comed people who are equally 
cumbersome and, you’ll agree, 
less respectable than Salman 
Rushdie,” he wrote. 

Mr. Bernard admitted Mr. 
Rushdie had indicated his wish to 
make a private visit to France 
during the Gulf war, but that 
“recommendations a f prudence” 
were made for “his own safety.” 

“It is obvious that Salman 
Rushdie will be welcome in 
France and would be protected,” 
Mr. Bernard said. “As a member 
of tire European Community, he 
can circulate freely at will.” 

Mr.-TLoshcfie has been m hiding 
since the “fetwa declared by 
Ayatollah Khomeini in February 
1989, making only rare public 
appearances. 

He has visited the United 
States, Denmark, Norway, Spain 
and Finland this year. 

Mr. Levy said it would be 
shameful for France to shy from a 
risk that smaller countries had 
taken. 


Arabs endorse seventh round of talks 


(Cautioned from page 1) 

meeting, however, indicated that 
the gathering failed to resolve all 
differences between Syria and the 
Palestinians. 

Tbe sources, who asked to re- 
main anonymous, said that the 
Palestinians proposed three prin- 
ciples according to which trilateral, 
talks with Israel should proceed. 
First, the source said, tire Palesti- 
nians said no Arab party should 
harbour any fears about progress 
made on any track of the negotia- 
tions with Israel. Second, in the 
case that any party makes “real 
progre s s” on its own track, it 
should discuss progress with Arab 
parties and win their approval of 
it, and third, die real progress 
that should be taken into consid- 
eration is progress on tbe Palesti- 
nian question because it i$ tbe 
core of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and for geopolitical reasons. 

Tbe source said that the Syrian 
side to the meeting said Syria was 
“not wilting to sit and wait for 
years mi til the Palestinians make 
pr o gr e s s on tbe talks.” 

Tbe source said that the 
Palestinian delegation told the 
conference that a comprehensive 
solution means that no Arab-par- 
ty enters into a security agree- 
ment with Israel before striving 
the Palestinian problem and con- 
sulting with other Arab parties. 

According to die source, tbe 
Palestinian delegation said that 
Arab parties to talks with Israel 
should play a complementary role 
and do not impede progress on 
any track of the talks but stressed 
that trilateral solutions should be 
readied only after consultation 


and coordination among Arab 
parties. Israel, tbe source quoted 
the Palestinian delegation as 
saying, “could accept a border 
settlement on any front except 
tbe Palestinian one” and refuses 
to make any consesskm that will 
lead to Palestinian self- 
determination. 

The source said the Syrian re- 
sponse indicated that Syria was 
expecting progress in its separate 
talks with Israel. 

In comments on Saturday, Mr. 
Sharaa ruled out the possibbty of 
signing a separate peace treaty 
with Israel saying Damascus con- 
tinues to seek a comprehensive 
solution to tbe Arab- Israeli con- 
SicL 

“Total peace requires total 
(Israeli) withdrawal from all 
occupied Arab temtories,” Mr. 
Sharaa said upon arrival in Am- 
man. “We are talking about a 
comprehensive settlement, not 
unilateral deals,” be said. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Majali, bead 
of tiie Jordanian delegation to the 
peace talks, expressed hope that 
Israel would come to tbe seventh 
round of negotiations with new 
proposals and ideas that would 
push tiie peace process forward. 

Speaking to reporters before 
leaving for Washington Sunday, 
Dr. Majali said that there is no 
change in tbe Jordanian position 
“and we wait for the other side to* 
show what they mean by peace.” 

Dr. Majali said he did not 
expect the outcome of American 
presidential elections to neptive- 
ly affect the peace process be- 
cause,* be said, “tbe peace process 
is an institution, bas a strategy 
and is not based on individuals.” 


A lonely prisoner of Zion 


Palestinian “terrorists.” Ms. 
Nudel describes the intifada lead- 
ers as “gangstere” whose only 
wish is to send the Jews back to 
Auschwitz. 

The refuseniks’ stand was 
greeted with intense disappoint- 
ment by the Palestinians. Faisal 
Husseini, who now directs the 
Palestinian delegation at the 
peace talks, described Mr. Shar- 
ansky as a “great man turned 
smalL” Riyad Maflti, a West 
Bank leader of tbe Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestinian, 
talks of their “treason to tbe 
principles they fought for.” 

Today, tbe refuseniks, who 
used to. be. Israel’s greatest 
heroes, are seen as fringe figures 
in tbeir own country. Their opin- 
ions are ignored by most Israelis; 
they are viewed » irrelevant by 
tbe post-Soviet immigrant wave, ' 
and are openly criticised by 
Israeli liberals. Many, including 
Ms. Nudel and Mr. Mendelevich, 
supported extreme right-wing 
parties in tbe June election, and 
protested against* tbe- Madrid 
peace conference last year. 

Mr. Sharansky, 44, who 
warned for years of Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s “tricks,” has cautioned 
against hasty rapprochement with 
the Arabs. His wife, A vital, who 
did so modi to promote his cause 
in tbe West daring his imprison- 
ment, has become ultra-religions 
(she is associated with the Gush 
Emunim movement, which be- 
hoves in Israel’s divine right to 
settle on the West Bank and 
Gaza). 

Mr. Sharansky attempted to 
launch his own single-issue party 
before the election^ to promote 
tbe Russian immigrants’ cause. 


Hh -efiorts flopped through lack 
of support, not least from fellow 
refuseniks who resent Ins high 
profile. 

Tbe problem for Mr. Sharans- 
ky, Mr. Mendelevich and Ms. 
Nudel, who are obsessed with the 
cause of Jewish immigration, is 
that the old Soviet enemy has 
gone. Immigration is receding as 
an issue, ana. some Russian Jews 
are even booking plane tickets 
back to their homeland. Mr. 
Sharansky, in his increasingly bit- 
ter column m Israel’s English- 
language magazfoe, the Jeru- 
salem Report, has accused the 
government of betraying Russian 
immigrants and the cause of 
Zionism. 

' It is perhaps not su rpri sing that 
the Prisoners of Zion should be 
afflicted with a siege mentality. 
Most lost families m the Holo- 
caust and, however they were 
portrayed in the West, they were 
always Zionists first, human 
rights campaigners second. 

“Tbe victim is often tbe last to 
see what is happening around 
him,” says Shtomo Avineri, a 
Soviet scholar and political scien- 
tist at Hebrew University. “They 
are the last cold war w ar riors. 
They have the mind-set of 
etimocentric ideologues, failing 
to takp up any symbolic role on 
behalf of others who have suf- 
fered. Worse, they have traded 
on their re p utations, spending 
more time on the international 
lecture circuit than at borne!” 

The refuseniks respond to 
questions about the Palestinian 
issue by arguing that Israel’s 
Arab neighbours are still intent 
on the Jewish state’s annihilation. 
They say that Israel's right to 


exist is a supreme “human” right 
that overrides the individual 
rights of Palestinians. Inverting 
the old Bolshevik argument, they 
say that tire instruments the state 
uses to preserve its existence are 
therefore justified. In any event, 
Israel is a democracy and the 
Palestinians have judicial means 
1 of redress, which they, as refuse- 
niks, were denied. They appear 
blind to the realities of the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

“The Arabs seek destruction of 
Israel, which would mean a new 
holocaust for Jewish people ” 
Mr. Sharansky says. “This would 
be such a fundamental human 
rights violation that to prevent it, 
other people have to pay a price. 
Iii the Soviet Union we bad no 
-democratic institutions through 
which to fight. Israel is a coun- 
try that has them all. Human 
rights violations under a totalita- 
rian regime cannot be compared 
with those in a democracy.” 

Mr. Sharansky once visited an 
Israeli jail to see for himself 
whether tbe treatment of Palesti- 
-nian prisoners warranted his in- 
tervention. “There were some 
things that reminded me of tbe 
physical environment of the 
Soviet jails. But there were none 
of the same mechanisms here: 
mechanisms to change the way 
you think.” And he saw no evi- 
dence of torture. 

“In the Soviet Union you were 
arrested just for expressing your 
views,” be says. “Tbe whole sys- 
tem there was geared to make 
you change your mind: The 
amount of food you received; tbe 
amount of fresh air; the number 
of visits.” In Israel, a terrorist 


receives the same food as some- 
one who takes a bribe. 

Mr. Sharanksy also looked into 
the system of deportation, but the 
Israeli authorities allowed him to 
see the files, and be was satisfied 
that the cases wens justified. 

Ffis argument is echoed by Mr. 
Mendelevich and Ms. Ida Nudel. 
“We feel threatened all tbe 
time,” Mr. Mendelevich says. 
“The idea that Israel is giving up 
land and may move towards 
■ cstebfahmg a Palestinian in 
tbe heart of Israel fills us with 
horror. AH kinds of Arab coun- 
tries are a threat to our existence 
here: It is a strode for life and 
death.” 

For a man who for so many 
years was openly prepared to die 
1 for his cause and who makes 
nothing of his own past suffer- 
ings, Mr. Mendelevich’s zealotry 
is laced with a surprising amount 
of fear. Asked what be would say 
to a Palestinian who complained 
that he had lost his l«d to a Jew, 
he replies: “I would never talk to 
such a person. He would kill 
roe.” 

The very 'mention of the 
Palestinian cause brings scorn 
from Ms. Nudel, a slight, general- 
ly soft-spoken woman. “There is 
no comparison between our 
struggle mid their terrorism,” she 
insists, rising up, proud, and 
angiy. “I belong to a great, civil- 
ised and highly courageous move- 
ment. I never used a curse or 
threw a stone. I behaved as an 
absolutely dvflised human being. 
They send their drikben forward 
to fight tbe Israeli army to gain 
sympathy. I hate them for that.” 

Ms. Nudel, like the other re- 
fuseniks, readily concedes that 


theirs was a Zionist straggle. She 
is cynical about the supgprt she 
received from the West. 

■ “Homan rights were the golden 
key used by the United States and 
other governments to prise open 
the Soviet Union and begin to 
attack the co mmun ists,” she says. 
“We were used as the soldiers in 


their fight Human rights were 
just nice words. Words words 
words. If America had really 
cared about us, I wouldn’t have 
been in jail 16 years.” 

In his inaugural address as 
Israel's new Prime Minister, Yit- 
zhak Rabin said: “Walls of enmi- 
ty have fallen. No longer ar e wc 


necessarily a people that 
atone , and no longer is it tr 
the whole world is again 
Such sentiments are create 
derison by the refuseniks 
increasing isolation show 
for tbe first time in histor 
victims are often the last to 
change — Tbe Independent. 
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Getting a slant 




on the daily news 


By Herb Kenton 


been similar to the news, and 


! ( 8QME say we live in radio news- 
4hdw.: heaven. 

i -toFrom the first high-pitched 
; news beeps that wake us in the 
ihoruing, to the final ticker-tape 
sounding jingle that mtrodoces 
(he last news flash at night, you 

■ can listen to the radio and hear 

• item-stop prattle about the day’s 
stents. 

A- survey of the radio listings 

■ inodnees a dizzying number of 

• Bur rent-event format shows, 
featuring smooth-voiced joumal- 

i ists who regularly talk to scores of 
Members of Knesset, ministers 
and. academics about every con- 
ceivable topic. The issues are 
. analysed, dissec t ed and analysed 
' again. In this compact society, 
where newsmakers are very ac- 
cessible, it seems every angle is 

* discussed, every central player 
| iamsulted. 

-ioBut not everyone has such a 
‘ sanguine view. 

* itc ln the administrative offices of 
fjfbannel 7 in Beit El, the moving 
& tees behind the unofficial radio 
voice of the settlement movement 
have been talking for months, 
joy years, about what they per- 
tsave as crater-sized gaps in Israel 
Radio's news and analysis. 

“When the state was created,” 

- said Ya’acov (Ketzele) Katz, 
founder of Channel 7, “the radio 
. was in the service of the Jewish 
; pebple. But now it seems that it is 
. against, the country, tries to 
, weaken it. Both Israel Radio and 
; Army Radio have a Meretz world 
view. Everyone knows it.” 

And it is this world view that 
, -ifce new news department at 
, StSbannel 7, headed by Hagai Seg- 
— author, journalist, satirist 
-aftd former member of the Jewish 
; Underground who served time for 
. -bis part in the 1980 bombing 
-attack on the mayozs of Ramallah 
and A! Bireh — is trying to 
counter. Last month Channel 7 
Ijabnched a 45-minute news maga- 
‘•zSne at 1 p.m., and a five-minute 
H£ws bulletin at 10 a.m. 

The news magazine is called 
igor the Time Being. Its slogan: 

■ 4t$Jil the important news, all the 
timing questions.” 

g^.Far the last few weeks, all the 
“important news” and “burning. 
f questions” on Channel 7 have 


S tems given prominence on 
Radio: Shuiamit Atom, the 
Golan Heights, the El A1 cargo 
plane tragedy. 

But unwitting listeners who 
happen to stumble upon the sta- 
tion at 1 o'clock will easily be able 
to tell that it is not the regular 
news shows. For starters, temper- 
atures for “Shechem, Ariel and 
Samaria” are given. 

Also, the p rogramm e is sand- 
wiched between ads with klezmer 
music background for places like 
Bnei Brak wig shops, religious 
book stores and the Poalei Agu- 
dat Yisrael Bank — not usual 
advertisement fare preceding 
radio news-shows. 


And then there are the news 
items themselves. On Sunday, 
Channel 7 gave a great deal of 
attention to a Tsomet claim about 
an alleged agreement with Syria 
whereby Israel has already 
agreed to give back 60 per cent of 
the Golan, and will lease the rest 
from Syria for 90 years. The item 
got very little play in the main- 
stream press. 

Another item heard last week 
on Channel 7 that reveals where 
the station is coming from: “The 
settlement freeze in Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza doesn't hurt 
only the settlers, but also Arabs 
in the areas. An East Jerusalem 
Research Institute said there has 
been a decrease in the number of 
Arabs working in the settlements, 
from 26,000 in June to 18,000 in 
August." 

The personalities interviewed 
on the show, however, are similar 
to those beard on the other sta- 
tions: Ori Orr, Zevulun Ham- 
mer, Dedi Zucker, Amos Oz, 
Moshe Peled. According to Seg- 
al, only Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben-Eliezer has re- 
fused to be interviewed on Chan- 
nel 7. 

As for objectivity, Mr. Katz — 
who for the last two years was a 
key adviser to former bousing 
minister Ariel Sharon on settle- 
ment construction — said this is 
not one of the prime concerns of 
the station. 

“We see Channel 7 as an edu- 
cational tool,” Mr. Katz said. 
“We have a message. I admit, 
when it comes to Eretz Yisrael we 
are not objective. But there is no 


such thing as objectivity. We 
have an opinion. The hotzpa of 
Israel Rada is that they dmm to 
be objective. We don't make that 
claim.” 

According to Mr. Segal, “there 
is .no such thing as objective 
journalism. But there b fan- jour- 
nalism. That’s what we are aim- 
ing for. Every issue has two skies; 
we wffl bring out the other side as 
well." 

In showing the other side, Mr. 
Segal said that the idea is to ask 
questions that he claims aren't 
asked on the regular news shows. 
For instance, timing an interview 
with Labour's Ori Orr, Channel 7 
asked why Israel b making good- 
will gestures to the PaWwtmians 
without getting anything in re- 
turn. 

Mr. Segal was particularly 
proud of this question. “These 
are the types of questions that 
should be asked, but too often 
are not. We want people to start 
thinking along these lines,” he 
said. 

The terminology used on the 
radio can be described as Eretz 
Yisrael politically correct. Chan- 
nel 7 doesn't say “territories" or 
“West Bank,” only “Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza." Abo, all 
references to the PLO are pre- 
faced by the word “terrorist," 
and “PLO leaders” are called 
“terrorist leaders.” 

Terminology defines how we 
look at things, Mr. Segal said, so 
if the terminology can be 
changed, perhaps the way people 
look at things can change as well. 
But he has no Olusicms of immedi- 
ate results. 

“This type of fruit can only be 
harvested m 20 yeais. We're not 
out to stop autonomy. We didn't 
set op the news department to 
change anything on the ground- 
now. But if you want to influ- 
ence, you have to start some- 
where.” 

The impetus for the start of die 
news, according to Mr. Katz, was 
not the debate over autonomy, or 
even the election results, but 
rather the Gulf war, when the 
country, including Channel 7 
listeners, became addicted to 
radio news. People wanted news, 
so the station obliged. 

The overwhelming bulk of the 
18 hours broadcast each day re- 


mains, however, what could be 
called “squeaky dean” fare. Thb 
includes an abundance of whole- 
some Hebrew music, much of it 
religious, and a heavy dose of 
messages from various rabbis, 
politicians and academics that 
stress tfte importance of “the land 
of Israel, the people of Israel, and 
the Tore of brad.” 

The station, funded in large 
part by s u pport e rs abroad and 
under the ampices of the Beit El 
Yeshiva, has strict guidelines for 
what may and may not be broad- 
cast Among the negative com- 
mandments: no advertisements 
for nonkosber restaurants, no 
German products advertised, no 
foreign-language songs, no risque 
words. The final arbiter is Rabbi 
Zalman Melamed, head of the 
Beit El Yeshiva. 

The station b unlicensed and 
thus b known, like Abie Nathan’s 
Voice of Peace radio station, as a 
“pirate station.” Since they are 
broadcast from ships outside the 
territorial waters of Israel, they 
cannot be punished. 

With the news programme, the 
pirate station is charting new wa- . 
ters. And, from a technical point 
of view, the waters are often. 

^T^chnical difficulties are fre- 
quent daring the broadcasts, be- 
cause the news shows are taped in 
Beit El, transmitted by cellular 
phone fine to the ship, and then 
beamed to the rest of the country. 
If the technician in Beit El can't 
get a cellular phone line — which 
b often the case — the interviews 
are suddenly cut off . 

But these problems can be 
overcome, and Mr. Segal said he 
hopes to eventually expand and 
broadcast news every two hours, 
lire eventual goal, he said, b to 
reach a point where one can Listen 
to Channel 7 — and just Channel 
7 — to find out what b happening. 

Mr. Segal said he doesn't want 
the news to become a type of 
community bulletin board for the 
settlements. “I don't just want to 
broadcast news for settlers, ‘ or 
report every stoning or petrol 
bomb incident,'’ he said. “This 
would not be of interest to the 
listener in Kiryat Ala, and ulti- 
mately that’s toe person we hope 
will tune in” — The Jerusalem 
Post. * i 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(October 12- October 16, 1992) 


AMMAN — As tbe timing of the narrowing of the dollar/maric 
yield gap became a mystery again last week, interest rate 
considerations continued to hold the market’s attention. Tbe 
dollar, hence, slid gradually, but rebounded sharply at the end 
of the week on temporary safe-haven demand. At the end of die 
week, the U.S. currency was 0.5 per cent higher against the 
marie, but 0.5 per cent lower against the yen. The British pound, 
on the other band, ended 2.6 per cent lower against the dollar 
and three per cent lower against the mark. 

The Federal Reserve Chairman disappointed market partici- 
pants by emphasising that the decision to lower interest rates 
was completely independent from U.S. election considerations. 
His statement, over the weekend, implied that a further interest 
rate cut still could not be ruled ont. 

The dollar thus retreated gradually over tbe first three days of 
tbe week, as traders cautiously adjusted their dollar positions. 

Speculation over tbe near term direction of the dollar and the 
park’s interest rates, became even more muddled Wednesday. 
On the one hand, market participants interpreted m formation, 
contained in the Bundesbank's monthly report, .as a signal that 
no German interest rate cut was on the table yet. On the other 
hand, a batch of U.S. economic statistics, produced results that 
•continued to point to slow economic recovery, but were, 
nevertheless, not weak enough -to prompt Federal Reserve to 
cut interest rates. 

Tbe U.S. unit dropped to its lowest levels of the week against 
the mark, at 1.4542 marks Thursday in technically dominated 
trading. It rebounded Friday against European currencies, as 
market anxiety over ERM currencies triggered safe-haven 
demand for both the dollar and the yen. 

A Bank of England’s base rate cut of one per cent brought tbe 
pound sharply lower across the board. As the British pound 
{Reached key support at 200 yen per pound, it intensified the 
yen's appreciation against all major currencies, including the 
dollar. Apart from emerging talk that the yen was undervalued, 
the Japanese currency gained further support from reports that 
tbe Japanese trade surplus had widened by 25 per cent in 
September from a year ago, whereas the U.S. trade deficit 
surged to $9 billion in August, from $7.28 billion in July. 

while expectations over the dollar's direction this week 
remain mixed, some observers maintained that the dollar could 
ease again in a technical correction, after speculation over tbe 
outcome of the EC emergency summit in Birmingham subsides. 
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World Bank' study finds 


Kuwait bourse chief 


1/3 of projects unsatisfactory sees increase m trade 

A w * » VIIWAIT — Trartfaa ah caitia 140 tranMCfirtne mMont. NSmnlu t 


WASHINGTON (R) — A World World Bank President Lewis Pre- 
Brihk study found that one-third ‘ ston, shocked some Western offi- 
of the projegs the organisation dais bat Mr. Karaasmanogiu said 


has financed have not lived up to 
expectations, but a senior official 
cautioned against reading too 
much into the figure. 

“This report is written for an 
infernal audience,” said Attfla 
Karaognanogla, managin g direc- 
tor for the World Bank. “It is a 
no-ho Ids- barred type of effort 
that tries to put foe situation as 
stark as possible.? 

The bank hands out tens of 
bifitons of dollars in loans each 
year to finance a variety of pro- 
jects in developing nations — 

from building roads to supporting 
economic reforms. It has more 
than $100 million in loans out- 
standing. 

The findings of the study, 
which came at the initiative of 


they must be put in context 

The standards that the bonk 
sets for its loans are not easy. If a 
project does not earn foe equiva- 
lent of a 10 per cent return on the 
bank’s money, it is judged un- 
satisfactory. 

But it ddesn’t stop there. 

• Some projects have as many as 
ten objectives — from enhancing 
the rote of women in tbe develop- 
ing country concerned to impro- 
ving foe- nation's financial prac- 
tices. If one or two of those 
objectives are not achieved, for 
whatever reason, then the project 
is deemed unsatisfactory. 

“We are not only looking at 
bride and mortar,” Mr. Karaos- 
manogln said. 

Tbe report's findings are also in 


line with conclusions drawn m a 
separate study of the activities 
carried ont by the U.S. Agency 
for International Development. 

But that doesn’t mean the bank 
isn't taking tbe report seriously. 

‘The success of that work is 
partly on our sbouldeis, but it is 
also on the shoulders of develop- 
ing countries and other donors,” 
Mr. Karaosmanoglu said. 

If developing countries dearly 
assume responsibility for the pro- 
jects and assign them a high 
priority, that would help ensure 
their success, be said. 

At tbe request of Japan, tbe 

World Bank is carrying out 

another study of foe economic 
success enjoyed by Tokyo and 
Asia's newly industrialising na- 
tions to see if that can be trans- 
lated into promoting develop- 
ment elsewhere in the world. 


KUWAIT (R) — Trading on some 140 transactions, represent- comply with bourse rulers, he 
Kuwait's stock exchange is ex- mg a daily turnover of 1.83 mil* said. For example, they must 
peered to build up in coming lion dinars ($63 million), accord- already be listed on a major 
months as cqnfidence returns to mg to bourse figures. international stock exchange, 

an economy pounded by Iraq’s This was well above a me- Currently five non-Kuwaiti 
invasion two years ago, the ex- 


change’s director-general His ham 
Al Otaibi said Sunday. 

“Yon can expect about a 20 per 
cent increase,” Mr. Otaibi told 
Renters in an interview, referring 
to the period from the reopening 
of the exchange on Sept. 28 to the 
end of next June. 

He said foe value of trading on 
the Kuwaiti bourse stood at about 
$1.7 billion (500 million dinars)) 
per year before Iraq’s invasion on 
Aug. 2, 1990, which led the ex- 
change to dose. 


Kuwait Asia Bank to close 


MANAMA (R) — Kuwait Asia 
Bank, a Bahrain-based offshore 
banking unit (OBU), is liquidat- 
ing its assets and will dose down 
within two years, a bank official 
has said. 

“The bank is in liquidation as 
of tofoy (Sunday),” Acting 
General Manager John Bomtid 
told Reuters. 

Bahrain's.. ministry of com- 
merce and foe Bahrain Monetary 


Agency (BMA) have to ratify 
tbe shareholders' decision, be 
said. 

Mr. Bonnid said shareholders 
of foe bank, owned mainly by 
Kuwaiti firms, had decided to 
wind down the bank within two 
years but the step was “flexible.” 

Shareholders held a crucial 
meeting in Bahrain Sunday to 
decide on its future after its assets 
shrunk to $49 million at end- 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 




Cinema Tel: 634144^ 

PHILADELPHIA 






■ ■ 


LETHAL WEAPON 3 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, ltt30 p.tn. 


\ 






Robert Bedford — Lena Olin 
in 

HAVANA 

Shows 1230, 3:15, 6:15, 9:15 p.m. 

BUGS BUNNY 


■ 

> 


Tel: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashini Theatre 



Today and eveifV day, Nabil AJ 
Mashini Theatre in Abdali 
presents 
Abu Awwad... in 

TAA’AH WA KAYMEH (CHAOS) 

l '■> Show: &3Q p-m. „ y 

\ Ticket window Is open all day - / 


' AHLAN Them 


Always something new to go with.... 

“Wekoi-sn — new world order — play 

presented at the Ahlan Nabil and Hltham 
Theatre, Rainbow Hall - Jabal Amman. 
We have dally performances except Mon- 
days j 

V For reservation, call teL 825155 / 


September 1992 $77 million at tbe 
end of 1991. 

“The majority of board of 
directors voted in favour of li- 
quidating the bank,” Mr. Bonnid 
said. 

Kuwait Asia Bank, like many 
other Bahrain- based Obus, was 
hard hit by the Gulf crisis mnyri 
by foe loss of business confidence 
following Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Tbe bank said last June it made 
a net 1991 loss of $1 million 
compared with a shortfall of $42 
million the previous year. 

Kuwait Asia is the second 
offshore bank to dedde to wind 
operations this year in Bahrain, 
foe Golfs main financial centre. 

The BMA said in June that 
Bahrain Arab International Bank 
E.C. (BAIB), a Kuwaiti-owned 
offshore banking unit was li- 
quidating its assets in preparation 
for dosure. 

BAEB changed its name from 
Al Bahrain Arab African Bank 
after it was taken over in 1989 by 
Kuwait Middle East Finance 
Company — a subsidiary of Bank 
of Kuwait and the Middle East — 
and Kuwait Foreign Trading 
Contracting and Investment 
Company. 

There were 46 OBUS operat- 
ing in Bahrain at end-Maich -1992 
compared to 75 in the mid-1970s 
when foreign banks rushed in-at- 
the start of the oil boom. 


Iraq's invasion pierced 
Kuwait’s economy in the heart, 
forcing it rebuild the industry 
serving its life-blood commodity 
oil after retreating Iraqi troops 
blew up some 700 oil wells. 

Kuwait has since repaired the 
wells and brought production 
almost to its pre-invasion OPEC 
quota level, but it will have to 
service debts such as a $5.5 billion 
credit signed with banks in De- 
cember to cope with Gnlf waf 
costs. Its budget defidt hit a 
record $18.3 billion in fiscal 1991- 
92. 

In tbe last trading week turnov- 
er stood at a daily average of 


nded by Iraq's This was well above a pre- 
re ago, the ex- invasion daily average of 80 to 
general Hisham 100 transactions, representing a 
imday. . turnover of between 750,000 and 

L ab S»E *r tep ' ,Biu 

Mr. ‘Otaibi said the increase 
“shows confidence in the eco- 
noray,” an unwillingness to invest 
i Sept. 28 to the i„ volatile world stock markets 

•_ ^ ami his expectation that some 20 

firms, mostly Knwsfi, would join 

” bouise by the end of this year, 
iqs nvMonon „ w might end up with 50 

l,ch led the ex “ companies by the eivd of toe 
year,” he said. He hoped the 
ion pierced addition would indude commer- 
y in the heart, cial Bank of Kuwait, Al Ahli 
j the industry Bank of Kuwait and Gulf Bank, 
jod commodity which would mean that all six 
ig Iraqi troops commercial banks wonld be 

0 oil wells. listed. 

x repaired the He said 36 companies were 
>ht production listed prior to the invasion, 
invasion OPEC Mr. Otaibi said the exchange 
it will have to wonld reestablish contact with a 
as a $5.5 billion British and a Canadian company 

1 banks in De- which had shown an interest in 
with Gulf wax* being listed on the bouree prior to 
t deficit hit a the invasion to ask whether they 
n in fiscal 1991- still wished to be listed. He de- 
clined to identify them. 

lgweek turnov- Foreign firms may be quoted 
lily average of on the Kuwaiti exchange rf they 


international stock exchange. 

Currently five non-Kuwaiti 
Gulf-based companies are listed, 
but there are no firms from out- 
side the region. 

Mr. Otaibi said the Kuwaiti 
bouse should attract foreign in- 
stitutional investors because it is a 
highly regulated market and the 
economy is poised for growth 
because it is rebuilding after the 
Iraqi occupation. 

He said foreign investors could 
invest m Kuwaiti unit trusts but 
were not allowed to own shares in 
Kuwait firms. . j - 

“Kuwaiti unit trusts will be 
listed in Kuwait in the near fu- 
ture,” he said. “A law' has 
already been passed.” Now only 
Gulf region investors may -own 
Kuwaiti shares. • ■ 

Asked why bank shares had 
dominated trading activity since 
tbe bourse reopened, Mr. Otaibi 
said toe banking sector was tradi- 
tionally dominant. 

He said banks attracted funds 
because the rebuilding of thfc 
country enabled them to lend to 
industry. ■:> 

In recent weeks shares in the 
buoyant services sector including 
morale telephones and computer 
sales have been strong, but red 
estate shares were weak. 


U.S., citing abuses, 
wants new U.N. audit 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
United States senator has called 
for an expanded audit of United 
Nations accounts for the two-year 
period 1990-1991 to probe serious 
deficiencies and abuses revealed 
in the current audit. 

“This audit should also take 
into account recent public revela- 
tions concerning mismanagement 
and corruption in specific United 
Nations programmes, depart- 
ments and expert bodies,” said 
Senator Larry Pressler. a Repub- 
lican. 

The 1990-1991 regular budget 
for the United Nations, apart bom its 
various specialised - bodies or 
peace-keeping operations, total- 
led just over $2 billion. 

Mr. Presslerrwho-is a- member 
of the U.S. delegation to the 


current assembly, made his state- 
ment to the General Assembly's 
administrative and budgetary com- 
mittee. 

“Until such an examination is 
undertaken, and the results are 
submitted to tbe next session, the 
United States does not believe 
the General Assembly should 
approve the results of the audit of 
the accounts of the United Na- 
tions for the biennium 1990-91,” 
said Mr. Pressler of his requested 
audit. 

A member of tbe Senate Fore- 
ign Relations Committee, he said 
the U.N. Secretariat acknow- 
ledged foe ineffecti v eness of sys- 
tems for controlling salaries and 


He said the audit report yidi- 
cated the U.N. Secretariat could 
not match personnel and payroll 
records with the approved staf- 
fing tabic. Less than 20 per cent 
of purchase orders at U.N. head* 
quarters were -subject to competi- 
tive bidding. 

Washington was troubled by a 
case of fraud committed by staff 
members of the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees. 

The audit report said a case of 
nromaB agc m en t and misapprop- 
riation involving $689, 359 occur- 
red in an unnamed branch office 
of that agency. 


week. 


U.N. 


benefits, totalling nearly 75 per -undersecretary-general for admi- 
cent of the U:N. regular budget, nistration and management, for- 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Super deluxe furniture & finishing, 2nd floor. 
Location: Rabia District, between Baptist School and 
Mecca St. in a unique quiet residential area 
Consists of: 3 bedrooms, 1 is master, 1 living room, 1 
guest room, 1 equipped German style kitchen, 3 
baths, large terrace with wide sight, suitable for 
parties. Phone is available. 

For more info, please call 810464 


He called for a list of all former 
staff members receiving U.N. 
pensions who were employed 
again by the organisation and 
earning over -a $12,000 ceiling 
established 10 years ago. 


mer U.S attomey-General Dick 
Thornburgh, told th same pan£ 
the Secretary-Gen carl Boutrcjs 
Ghali would propose th$ 
creation of a system-wide inspec- 
tor general for the United Na- 
tions. * 



(6 months or more) 

Spacious, centrally located in Shmeisani near Ata 
Ali, with garage and telephone. 3 bedrooms — 2 
bathrooms — 2 verandas — nicely furnished. 

Tel . 62471 9 


Budget 

rentacar** 

The only car rental company equipped to service all your needs 



For Rent In Abdoun 

Furnished apartment, one large bedroom, one large 
sitting room, dining room and a modem kitchen. 

For more Information, call 817668 


BIG SALE 

25% UP TO 50% 

iMthei Gifts Centre 

W P ll0,s to men and attache cases for 
setect,on r g iS^ i ^ C,9are,,e md a "V "toe 

* . Eor on® weak only. 

Jabal Amman - Rainbow St, tel. 650827, fax: 650827 


Semi-Villa In Abdoun For Rent \ 

American style semi-villa, consisting of three floors. The first floors 
consists of living, dining, salon, bathroom, and a kitchen.?! 
Second floor consists of 3 bedrooms, one is master, and two^; 
bathrooms. The 3rd floor consists of a hall. With a big garden^: 
garage and telephone. * 

For Information contact tol. 885197 


Location: Facing the main gate of Jordan University. ^ 
Consists of master bedroom, two bedrooms, lounge, dining &' 
sitting rooms, store, three bathrooms, kitchen fully equipped; 
ovaflable on 1/11/1992. % 

For more details, please call on 831325 * 

between (9:00 eon. and 2 p.m.) * 


*/Ueo Cosuite 


FIRST CLASS SEATS 
AT ECONOMY GLASS PRICES. 


PLEASED TO RESUME 

ITS DISTINGUISHED QUALITY AND NEW 

VARIETY OF INTERNATIONAL FILMS- 


SATURDAY 

17-10-1992 


SHMEISSAN1 

NEAR 

MURAD PHARMACY 
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World News 


Heavy mortar fire greets 
reopening of Sarajevo road 


SARAJEVO (R) — A barrage of 
tank, mortar and heavy 
macfauiegun fire shattered 10 
days of relative calm in Sarajevo 
Sunday following the unblocking 
of a vital supply route to die 
besieged city. 

At least one person was killed 
and more than 20 wounded in the 
first half hour of the firing, which 
came shortly after U.N. officials 
succeeded m clearing the main 
road from the airport, cut by the 
City's Bosnian defenders since 
Thursday. 

The city centre and the Hrasno 
suburb to the south were hit by 
shells apparently coming from 
Serb-held positions in Grbavica. 
Police blocked off the main road 
past the Holiday Inn Hotel be- 
cause of incoming and outgoing 
fire and heavy sniping. 

Doctors at the two main hospit- 
als in the city centre were deluged 
with casualties. 

The French Hospital received 
five wounded in 10 minutes, one 
.of them with serious head in- 
juries. The hospital itself was hit 
by five mortar bombs which 
caused damage but no further 
injuries. 

At the larger Kosevo Hospital 
16 wounded arrived, many of 
them seriously injured. One 
man's arm was amputated at the 
shoulder and a body was seen 
being taken into the morgue. In 
the trauma clinic, staff mopped 
blood from the floor as other 
victims were being brought in on 
stretchers. 

Although. the sudden outburst 
of firing came shortly after the 
removal of the Bosnian barri- 


cade, the two events were 
apparently unconnected. 

Government forces said - the 
roadblock had been placed to 
hinder an imminent Serb tank 
attack, but United Nations 
peacekeeping force found no evi- 
dence of this. 

The U.N. gained agreement 
Saturday for removal of the bar- 
rier — a large freight container — 
in exchange for increased security 
along the route. 

On Sunday morning, as U.N. 
soldiers looked on, a bulldozer 
driven by a Bosnian soldier 
shoved the container into die 
ditch and scraped away the earth 
barrier behind it. 

A U.N. armoured personnel 
carrier will stand by the road all 
day and a container on wheels 
will be dragged across it after 
dark each night. 

Elsewhere in Bosnia, Sarajevo 
Radio reported that 70 per cent 
of the town of Olovo, north of the 
capital, had been demolished in a 
week of Serb artillery and infan- 
try attacks. 

To the north, Gradacac again 
came under fire Saturday night, 
the radio said, and Serb infantry 
attempted another breakthrough 
at Maglaj. 

Jajce, a crossroads town sooth 
of the Bosnian Serb military base 
of Banja Luka, was again heavily 
shelled, it said. 

Belgrade-based Tanjng News 
Agency, quoting the Serb milit- 
ary command, spoke of fighting 
in Herzegovina to the west and in 
eastern Bosnia, bat did not men- 
tion die attacks further north. 

Tanjog said action continued 


nea£ the Heraegcrvinan towns of 
Mostar, Stolac, Capljiooa and 
Trebinje and that Bosnian gov- 
ernment forces bad attempted 
breakthroughs in the region of 
Kahnovik, Foca, Gorazde and 
Visegrad to the east, but without 


None of thq reports could be 
independently verified. 

In Banja Luka, a senior U.N. 
military official was due to meet 
Seib Air Force chiefs to discuss 
the planned handing over of their 
war planes to Yugoslavia. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Kararfcdc agreed to the move last 
week to avert the threat of direct 
U.N. action to prevent the planes 
being used against Muslim towns 
and civilians. 

His agreement provoked a- fu- 
rious reaction from his air force 
commander, Zrvomir Ninkovic, 
but Karadzic was apparently sure 
enough that he weald be obeyed 
to cancel planes to fly to Banja 
Luka. 

After returning Saturday from 
the Geneva peace talks on 
Yugoslavia he spent the night in 
Belgrade and was due to return to 
his headquarters at Pale, outside 
Sarajevo, later in the day. 

Meanwhile, Muslim and Croat 
guerrillas who plundered Serb 
villages in northern Bosnia sur- 
rendered their weapons Saturday 
in return for a safe passage out of 
Serb-held territories. 

International Red Cross offi- 
cials who helped negotiate the 
exchange at Kotor Varos, 30 
kilometres south of the Serb 
stronghold of Banja Luka, said it 
went without a botch. 


About 400 men who had been, 
armed and 1,200 villagers accom- 
panying them boarded buses to 
be driven to Travnik in Muslim 
and Croat-held territory further 
south. ’ 

Serb army sources in Banja 
Luka said Serb authorities 
osed the safe passage after 
loss - of life in the mountain region 
during raids by the group. ■ 


In one attack several weeks 
ago. about 15 sleeping Serbs were 
killed and their village Serdari 
destroyed. 

The guerrillas . left their villages 
in the region earlier this year 
when Serb forces outnumbered 
them. 

They retreated to mountain- 
top lairs where the Serbs were 
unable to didodge them. 

They agreed to surrender along 
with their families only ■ when 
their ammunition began to run 
low, the army said. 

Fighters in the Muslim village 
of Veda, high above Kotor 
Varos, are stiD refusing to sur- 
render. 

The men who gave up their 
weapons Saturday were led to an 
open space in front of a Kotor 
Varos factory by a Red Cross 
vehicle. 


They included a hardcore of 40 
men wearing combat fatigues. 

The weapons they turned in 
included Kalashnikov automatic 
weapons and grenade launchers 
as well as hunting rifles. 

The group were bring driven to 
Travnik on 32 bases with an 
escort of Serb police as well as the 
Red Cross. 


Russian 


? officials 


1 slam 
\ nuclear 
moratorium 


a 


3 BELUSHYA GUBA, Russia (R) 
i — Senior officials at Russia’s only 
nnclear testing site say they 
j oppose Moscow's unilateral ban 

- _j ou testing because it has allowed 
j the United States to pull ahead in 
" the race to develop new weapons. 

* The officials at the rite on the 
: ( Novaya Zemlya group of islands, 

far above the Arctic Circle, said 

- -j the United States and China had 

* -■> continued testing during a mora- 
torium declared by Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 

“If everyone else is exploding 
midear weapons, why are we 
silent?” Captain Viktor Yaxyjpn, 
acting commander of the site, 
told a news co nfe r e nce Friday 
evening. 

■ - Officials told a small group of 
foreign journalists, the first to 
visit the islands, they were 
allowed in because Moscow was 
fed up with what they said was 
biased and speculative reporting 
about the site. 

The environmental group 
| Greenpeace describes Novaya 
] Zemlya as an ecological time- 
bomb. Coastguards have seized a 
Greenpeace ship that was trying 
to monitor radiation in the area. 

The last nuclear test at Novaya 
Zemlya, 2^200 kilometres north 
of Moscow, took place in Octo- 
ber 1990, a year before Mr. Yelt- 
j sin’s moratorium. 

. j Testing at the Semipalatinsk 
• ! site in Kazakhstan was stopped 
.j two years ago after protests from 
] environmentalists. 

■ i But Capt. Yarygjn said tests 
" : were needed to check the effi- 
; 4 riency of weapons and for civilian 
. „ research programmes. 

“The two years we’ve been 
silent are two years we’ve drop- 
. ; ped behind, for military and sd- 

• entific experiments,” Capt. Yary- 
. ! gin told a snail group of foreign 
; journalists, allowed on to the 
\ islands by special order of De- 

fence Minister Pavel Grachev. 

I “The world is stable when we 
.J have parity, when the military 
> potential is roughly equal. That’s 
why we axe worried. 

' Some 10,000 people work on 
Novaya Zemlya. two barren is- 
, ■ lands covered in deep snow for 

’ : most of the year. 

Most are based in the bleak 
' settlement of Belusfaya Guba, a 
; ■ handful of battered buildings on 
! ? tiie southern island. 

\) Georgy Kaurov, head of in- 
| ' formation at the Ministry of Ato- 

■ „ mtc Energy who worked on 
! Novaya Zemlya for 11 years, said 
! only one test had been carried out 
; at tite site in the last four years. 

“The United States is working 
! on the creation of a third genera- 
lytfcm of nuclear weapons and to 
■£ this end they are carrying out 
nuclear tests. We have not been 
!!" carrying out such tests for four 
: years," be said. 

Mr. Kaurov said the new gen- 
15 eratioa of weapons was designed 

* 1* to be more accurate.. 

r U.S. President Georee Bush , 
•\ under pressure from Congress, 
£ signed a bill two weeks ago hah- 
ing midear tests. But be vowed to 
; . undercut the ban through further 
■. 'legislation to allow the United 

* States to cany out “a modest 
i number" of tests. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Moscow is selling weapons to China 


NEW YORK (R) — Russia is selling missile-guidance technolo- 
gy, rocket engines and other advanced weapons systems to China, 
the New York Times, quoting U.S. officials, reported in its 
Sunday editions. The exports to Peking are cause for worry 
and undercut efforts to stem the spread of arms, Mr. Bush 
administration officials told the newspaper. The officials said 
Washington feared that the advanced technology would be re-sold 
by Peking to Third World countries. “You don't know what the 
Chinese will do with the stuff once they get the high-tech 
capabilities,” one unnamed official was quoted as saying. Arms 
factories and military-related institutes have been forced to seek 
export possibilities in the face of a reduction in military spending 
and shortage of hard currency, the newspaper reported. One 
senior Bush administration official told the newspaper that in 
addition to weapons, Moscow was selling technology to the 
Chinese that could be used to enrich uranium. 


Greenpeace ship towed into Murmansk 


MURMANSK, Russia (R) — A Greenpeace ship seized by 
Russian coastguards while trying to monitor radiation in the 
Arctic was towed into the northern port of Murmansk early 
Sunday. Border guards refused to allow journalists on board the 
Dutch-registered Solo, except for a Russian Television team. The 
international environmental organisation says the ship was 


outside Russian territorial waters, east of the Novaya Zemlya 
Archipelago, when it was intercepted last Monday . A border 


guards spokesman has said the Solo was inside Russian waters and 
the 34 crew, scientists and journalists on board could face 
prosecution. 


Crack found in Lithuanian reactor 


VILNIUS. Lithuania (R) — Inspectors examining a fault in 
■Lithuania’s Chernobyl -type nuclear power station found that 
radioactive water seeped into the plant from a tiny crack in a 
narrow pipe, a senior official said Sunday. But no radiation 
escaped into the environment and there was no clanger to people 
living near Ignaiina Nuclear plant. General Director Viktor 
Shevardin said, the Lithuanian News Agency (ELTA) reported. 
The reactor is built to the same design as the Chernobyl reactor in 
Ukraine, which exploded in April 1986 in the world’s worst 
nuclear disaster. Mr. Shevardin said about 200 litres of radioac- 
tive water a day had leaked into the plant through a 10 mm 
(half-inch) crack in the narrow pipe. Repair work had already 
started but the reactor would not be reopened before Oct 23. The 
reactor was shut down Thursday after the leak. The other two 
reactors at the plant, which is about 60 kilometres north of the 
capital Vilnius, have already been dosed for routine mainte- 
nance. 


Khmer Rouge deny bridge destruction 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The hardline Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
faction has formally denied responsibility for destroying two 
bridges in central Cambodia. In a statement, it accused the 
United Nations of “deliberate distortion” after the military 
commander of the U.N. peacekeeping operation, Lieutenant- 
General John Sanderson, blamed the guerrilla group for the Oct. 
14 attacks in Korn pong Cham and Kompong Thom provinces. 
The U.N. Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) called 
them “a most serious ceasefire violation.” The Khmer Rouge 
Statement, dated Oct. 15 and seen Sunday, accused Vietnamese 
and Phnom Penh government forces of conducting military 
operations on National Highways 6, 7 and 21, where the attacks 
happened. “In their operations, they have committed repressions 
against the civilian population, forcibly enlisted their sons, 
compelled them to vote for the poppets, plundered property, rice, 
cattle and foodstuffs and massacred them.” the statement said. 
The Khmer Rouge is refusing to implement a peace agreement 
signed by the four Cambodian factions in October last year. 


Indian premier to visit Nepal 


KATHMANDU (R) — India's Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao flies to Nepal Monday to smooth ties still recovering from a 
bitter trade feud three years ago, official sources said. Indian 
diplomats in Nepal described Mr. Rao's trip as a “goodwill visit." 
Three years ago when the late Rajiv Gandhi was prime minister, 
India virtually closed its border with landlocked Nepal, allowing 
only a trickle of goods from third countries to pass through border 
checkpoints. Three Indian governments have come and gone 
since then. ‘Nepal emerged from a bloody pro-democracy cam- 
paign two years ago with a new constitution circumscribing the 
powers of its once absolute monarch and a Nepali Congress Party* 
government traditionally friendly to India. 


France adopts anti-corruption law 


PARIS (AP) — The National Assembly adopted a watered-down, 
anti-corruption law in response to a series of scandals eroding the 

r rnmg Socialist Party’s credibility. After an all-night debate, 
Assembly approved the bill 272 votes to 256. with the 
Socialists supporting it and conservatives and centrists against. 
Communist legislators abstained. 


Hanoi cites 


agreement 

withTJ.S. 


on MIA 


issue 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam’s fore- 
ign minister said Hanoi readied 
agreement Sunday with a senior 
U.S. delegation which came seek- 
ing greater cooperation in dis- 
covering the fate of American 
servicemen missing in action 
(MIA) from the Vietnam War. 

Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Mach Cam told General John 
Vessey, a special U.S. presiden- 
tial envoy, he was pleased with 
progress made during day-long 
meetings in Hanoi. 

*Ta» very glad that you have 
readied agreement with (Viet- 
namese) Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Le Mai this morning and this 
afteasoon,” Mr. Cam said during 
a photo op po rtunit y at the begin- 
ning of a meeting with Gen. 
Vessey and his delegation. 

“? can say that all the aaec- 
meins we reached... with (then 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State) 
Richard Solomon have been ful- 
filled,” Mr. Cam said. 

It was unclear which agreement 
was reached Sunday, but Viet- 
namese sources said earlier the 
U.S. delegation had requested 
more access to Vietnamese milit- 
ary documents which might show 
what happened to servicemen 
who never made it home. 

Rumours that Americans were 
being held in Indochina and the 
circulation of take photographs 
supposedly showing them have 
■helped block the normalisation of 
U.S. -Vietnamese relations and a 
lifting of Washington’s embargo 
against Hanoi. 

Mr. Cam told Mr. Solomon last 
March Hanoi would allow U.S. 
investigators to travel around 
Vietnam at short notice 



Deng Xi aop ing 


Chinese Party revamps 


Central Committee 


PEKING (R) — China’s Com- 
munist Party closed its first con- 
gress for five years Sunday with a 
rin g in g endorsement of para- 
mount leader Deng Xiaoping's 
economic plans and a sweeping 
reshuffle of hs powerful Central 
Committee. 

The congress voted to change 
.nearly half the faces in die Cen- 
tral Committee from which top 
party leaders are chosen, Xinhua 
News Agency said. 

President Yang Shangkun, De- 
fence Minister Qm Jiwei and two 
members of the ruling Standing 


p rimari ly of hardline Marxist re- 
volutionaries opposed to his poli- 


cies and putting younger, more 
technocratic faces in the Central 


Ping and Yao Yffin, all 
down from die committee and 
thus their Communist Party posi- 
tions, according to a list of new 
committee members read on state 
radio. 

Mr. Yang and Mr. Qm will 
retain their government posts, at 
least for now. 

T declare the 14th party con- 
gress victoriously over,” Party 
General Secretary Jiang Zemin 
delcared in Petting’s Great Hall 
of the People before some 2,000 
delegates. 

The congress, China’s first 
since the collapse of the Soviet 
Bloc, unanimously endorsed a 
report outlining the 88-year-old 
Deng's plan to save Communist 
political rale by using capitalist 
economics. 

“Comrade Deng Xiaoping, the 
chief architect of China’s reform, 
opening up and modernisation 
programme, has made major his- 
toric contributions,” Xinhua 
quoted the report as saying. 

Mr. Deng himself did not 
appear at the dosing c ere m o n y , 
however, although be was a spe- 
cially invited delegate. 

Mr. Deng, who realises that he 
might not hve the five years until 
another congre*^ - «en most 
concerned aboc -ing an in- 
delible legaev Chinese 

sources saio 

The congress gave in... much of 
what he had asked for. abolishing 
an advisory com mi: * made up 


Committee. 

The dosing session of the con- 
clave voted u 189 full members 
and 130 alternative members of 
the committee, 46.7 per cent of 
whom were new. 

“The new Central Committee, 
with an average age of 56.3, is 
composed of veterans long tested 
in revolutionary struggles, mid- 
dle-aged persons holding impor- 
tant leading posts, who are in the 
prime of their life, and also prom- 
ising young cadres," Xinhua said. 


It said 61 per cent of the new 
committee members were below 
55. 

It commented that this is “evi- 
dence that the Communist Party 
of China is fell of vigour and 
vitality and has a train of succes- 
sors.” 

The full extent of changes Mr. 
Deng has forced upon the Com- 
«munm Party since coming out of 
seduskm in January to campaign 
for an overhaul of the Socialist 
economy will be seen Monday, 
when the new Central Committee 
will elect a pohtburo and standing 
committee, which ran C hina on a 
day-to-day baas. 


The retirements of Mr. Song 
and Mr. Yao from the Standing 
Committee create two vacancies 
on the body, which has had six 
members. < 

Some Chinese sources have 
said file Standing Committee mil 
be expanded to seven, with three 
men who approve of Mr. Deng’s 


policies moving up. 
Party chief Jung, i 


lg, who came to 
power after the June 4, 1989, 
army assault on- Tiananmen 
Square to end pro-democracy un- 
rest, and Premier Li Peng, who 
ordered martial law in the capital 
during the demonstrations, were 
both reelected to the Central 
Committee and are expected to 
remain at the apex of power on 
the Standing Committee. 


Sri Lanka Muslims urge 


protest over massacre 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka’s 


main Muslim group Sunday urged 
‘black Friday” 


a nationwide 
shutdown in protest against the 
massacre of at least 166 people, 
mostly Muslims, last week and 
threatened a holy war on rebels 
held responsible. 

Officials, the military and sur- 
vivors say Tamil Tiger separatist 
rebels did the killing, but they 
have denied it. 


duty to protect ourselves if no- 
one else is offering protection. 
We shall not hesitate to declare a 
Jihad (holy war) on the Tigers,” 
Mr. Ashraff warned. 


“We are appealing to all the 


people to observe ‘black Friday] 
on Oct. 


23 against repeated Tamil 
rebel killings of civilians of all 
communities,” he said. 


Mohammad Ashraff, leader of 
the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, 
told reporters that the Co^ress 
was “prepared to supply no less 
than 10,000 Muslim youth to join 
the Sri Lankan army to fight and 
kill the rebels.” 

“It is cmr right, our religious 


“People should fly white flags 
at their homes, cm vehicles and' 
buildings, shops, offices and in- 
dustry should dose, and parents 
should not send their children to 
school as a mark of protest 
against the killings of innocent 
people and children by the re- 
bels,” be said. 
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Angolan 
government 

UNITA 


plans 

partition 


LUANDA (R) — The Angolan 
government, on the brink of war 
with the main opposition party 
UNITA* over the results of last 
month’s elections, accused its riv- 
al Sunday of planning to seize the 
south and partition the country. 

The governor of the southern 
city of Huambo, where opposi- 
tion and former rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi retreated after the elec- 
tions, said UNITA was preparing 
for partition by deploying its 
forces in Huambo 2 nd other 


cities. 

Governor Baltasar Manuel, in 
a statement broadcast on state 
radio Sunday, said the govern- 
ment demanded UNITA with- 
draw its forces under internation- 
al supervision. 

“The Huambo government 
finally appeals to all political par- 
ties to repudiate war, for if war 
erupts, the parties will vanish in 
the same way they came into 
existence with the advent of 
peace,” he said. 

Officials of the ruling MPLA 
party have also reported UNITA 
troop movements in Bie and 
Moxico, the provinces east of 
Huambo. 

Diplomats said groups of UN- 
ITA men appeared to be in con- 
trol of some towns but it was 
undear if it was a coordinated 
action. 

UNITA (The National Union 
for the Total Independence of 
Angola) insists it wants peace and 
blames the MPLA (the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola) for the tendon. 

In the capital Luanda at least 
two people were killed when UN- 
ITA men fired on MPLA suppor- 
ters celebrating the announce- 
ment that President Jose Eduar- 
do Dos Santos and the MPLA 
beat Mr. Savimbi and UNITA in 
the presidential and parliamen- 
tary elections. 

. The military activity has cast a 
shadow over the mediation work 
which made it possible for the 
government to announce the re- 
sults. UNITA had previously said 
it would take up arms again if the 
results came out before a full 
investigation into its allegations 
of massive electoral fraud. 

Mr. Dos Santos won 49-57 per 
cent in the presides tials, just 
short of tiie 50 per cent he needed 
to avoid a second round of voting 
against Mr. Savimbi, who came 
second with 40.07 per cent. 

In the parliamentary elections 
the MILA won 124 seats in the 
223-seat parliament, against 67 
for UNITA. 

Senior UNITA official Ehas 
Saiupeto Pena said foe movement 
was unhappy with the results but 
denied it wanted a crvil war. The 
UNITA radio station Vorgan has 
been saying the movement was 
robbed of victory. 

The MPLA, apparently losing 
patience with UNTTA’s ambi- 
guous attitude to the elections, 
said Saturday there would be no 
presidential second round unless 
the opposition movement dis- 
armed, allowed the central gov- 
ernment to take control of UN- 
ITA-held areas and returned its 
generals to the national army. 

Mr. Savimbi withdrew the for- 
mer rebel commanders when the 
first partial results showed the 
count was going against him. 

Diplomats said peace could de- 
pend on a summit between Mr. 
Dos Santos and Mr. Savimbi, 
planned for Monday. 


“We need to get the parties 
ible and 


together as soon as possi 
resolve fins problem with dia- 
logue,” said a U.S. diplomat. 


U.S. presidential candidates prepare for final debate 


NEW YORK (R) — The three 
major presidential candidates 
prepared 'Sunday for their final 
face-to-face meeting before the 
Nov. 3 election, with President 
George Bush’s prospects for a 
second term fading. 

Their debate Monday at Michi- 
gan State University will focus on 
the economy, considered a major 
issue in the campaign but one that 
has often taken a back seat to 
questions about the candidates’ 
character. 

The New York Times m its 
lead editorial Sunday addressed 
the economic plans of the candi- 
dates. It wrote that “Bosh re- 
sponds anaemically to unemploy- 
ment with untaxgetted cuts in 
capital gains tares” and called his 
health care proposals ‘“ypically 
incomplete.” 

The paper, which has not yet 
endorsed a candidate, said 
Democratic challenger Bill Clin- 
ton’s programme for long-term 
growth was “sound, even excit- 
ing.” 

Independent Ross Perot’s plan 
to cut the deficit is “bold and 
honest” bat if deficits were cut at 
the expense of productive invest- 
ment, “the plan would do more 
harm than good,” the newspaper 
wrote. 

A Newsweek magazine poll 


released Saturday, just over two 
weeks before the election, 
showed that Mr. Clinton widened 
his lead over Mr. Bush, 46 per 
cent compared to the president’s 
31 and Mr. Perot’s 14 per cent. A 
poll conducted a week earlier 
showed Mr. Clinton with 44 per 
cent, Mr. Bush 35 per cent and 
Mr. Perot 12 per cent. 

The current poll, with a four 
point margin of error; found that 
a majority of voters are dissatis- 
fied with Mr. Bush’s attacks on 
Gin ton’s Vietnam draft record 
and the U.S. State Department’s 
search of overseas records re- 
garding Clinton’s anti-war activ- 
ity. 

Republicans hoped Mr. Bush, 
who spent Saturday at the Camp 
David presidential reheat, would 
score a much needed knock-out 
punch at the third and final de- 
bate to be held Monday in East 
Lansing, Michigan. 

Mr. Clinton, who flew from 
Little Rock, Arkansas, for Mon- 
day’s debate, was nursing a 
hoarse voice. He had only one 
public appearance-. Saturday 
where he received an endorse- 
ment from state attorneys general 
and district attorneys. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Perot con-, 
tinned to run his campaign iso- 
lated from voters. He had,.no 


public appearances Saturday but 
scheduled an hour-long television 
commercial, part of which was a 
repeat of an earlier broadcast 
outlining his economic plan. 

The Texas billionaire has paid 
at least $15 million in the last two 
weeks for television time — all of 


it out of his own pocket ABC 
rlc coni 


Television network confirmed 
Friday that the Perot campaign 
afro bought $5.7 million for more 
advertising time during the next 
two. weeks. 

Keeping to the pattern be set in 
.the first two debates, Mr. Perot 
planned no rehearsals or practice 
sessions, unlike his opponents, 
ahead of the Monday night con- 
frontation. 

The Arkansas governor played 
down as premature speculation 
that be was heading for an elec- 
tion victory, even though he 
woke up Saturday to a hometown 
headline in the Arkansas Demo- 
crat Gazette newspaper “Clinton 
lead at landslide level in polls.” 

The story, based on a survey by 
file Scripps-Howard News Ser-, 
vice, said that polk show Mr.. 
Clinton could win with 103 more 
electoral votes than fire 270 
needed for election. 

Over fiie past few days Mr. 
Clinton has been cautioning 
against overconfidence, even in- 


voking noted baseball wit Yogi 
Berra: “It ain't over till it’s over.” 

Mr. Clinton said it was “sad” 
that Mr. Bush had consistently 
attacked him for his draft defer- 
ment during the Vietnam War. 
On Friday Mr. Bush shouted 
down demonstrators by calling 
them “draft dodgers.” 

At a political round-table dis- 
cussion in Hartford, Connecticut, 
late Friday, Democratic Party 
Chairman Ron Brown called the 
first 100 days of a possible Gin- 
ton presidency an “exciting, 
visionary time, -much like the fast 
100 days of the Kennedy adminis- 
tration.'’ 

-Not so, countered Pat Bucha- 
nan, former Republican -pres- 
idential hopeful and now Bosh 
champion. He said that Mr. Gin- 
ton's plan to rebuild the U.S. 
infrastructure and launch a 
national health care prog ra mme 
would burden die country with $150 W- 
lion in new taxes and further 
weaken the economy. 

. Mr. Buchanan, whom a speech 

to tiie Republican National 
Covention in August rallied the 
ranks of the party’s conservative 
wing, said on NBC Television 
Saturday that in order to win the 
election the president has to show 
in a rough, aggressive way that 
“Clinton is not to be tinned.” 




©yntry singer 
|s!lsdfcr cursing 


Russian ‘polar 
bears’ take 1st dip 
early this year 


Missing Polynesian 
canoe found with 
crew safe 


RAROTONGA, Cook Islands 
(AP) — A traditional Polynesian 
sailing canoe, buflt to re-enact 
ancient discoveries by islanders, 
was found after being reported 
missing in heavy seas. Police said 
its nine crew are safe. The sail 
and oar-powered wooden craft 
drifted off course on a voyage 
from Mangaia Island, 110 
kilometres (68 miles) southeast of 
here. A Cook Islands Maritime 
Centre official, who asked nbt to 
be identified, said this would not 
have happened if the canoe’s 
captain had waited for a sche- 
duled escort ship before setting 
sail. The canoe is expected to 
arrive in Rarotonga soon to join a 
fleet of traditional vessels from 
neighbouring island nations ax a 
Pacific festival of arts. Rescuers 
had feared the worst after bad 
weather delayed Saturday’s sche- 
duled opening of the event by 
Britain’s Prince Edward. Canoes 
from New Zealand, Hawaii, 
Papua New Guinea, Marshall Is- 
lands and Tahiti are also taking 
P ar * . Cen turies before European 
explorers aimed, islanders sailed 
canoes across huge distances of 
ocean. Canoes also feature in 
island mythology. 


Cartoon cels draw 
$1-25 million 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
Sotheby’s auction of oeU 
other original artwork from 1 
Disney Pictures’ Acadi 

movie Bo 
And The Beast fetched $ 
™jK»n. One piece alone feta 
The money raised 
neatly twice the $6^000 cogs 
^ri Matt 

s® theb y’s. ‘ 

M4 JJ00 paid for the one piec 
donated^ 
«y of Howard Ashman to 
^ay Men’s He 

ssssssiv- 

sfiWSar 

was a bo x office su*xJz\ 1 
first animated 811 

an Acad^A™ “onnnati 

tore. 




NASHVILLE (AP) - County 
singer Lynn Anderson was jaited, 
service o two-day sentence for 
violating a court order for curing 
her ex-husband in front of their 
children. “I am serving this time 
even though I feel my freedom of 
speech has been violated, and 
doubt very seriously that any 
woman has ever received a simi- 
lar sentence,” Ms. Anderson said 
in a statement when she reported 
to the Metro Nashville Jail. Gr- 
cuit Judge Muriel Robinson Rice 
sentenced Ms. Anderson last year 
after niling the singer violated a 
court order by cursing and ridi- 
culing ex-husband Harold 
(Spook) Stream III in front of 
their children, William Gray 
Stream, 13, and Melissa Stream, 
11. The Tennessee court of 
appeals upheld the ruling in Au- 
gust. The order was issued during 
a legal battle between Mr. Stream 
and Ms. Anderson for custody of 
the children Ms. Anderson, 45, 
is best known for the song (I 
Never Promised You A) Rose 
Garden. 


MOSCOW. (AP) — - Russia’s hu- 
man “polar bears” took their first 
official dip of the outdoor swim- 
ming season in the frigid waters 
of a Moscow canal — rejoicing 
that winter’s cold came a month 
early this year. “Come on in — 
the water feels great,” said red- 
skinned, dripping Alexander 
Kedich, waving to an uncon- 
vinced reporter. Mr. Kedich, a 
Moscow welder, was one of about 
40 Russian men and women from 
the Winter Swimming and 
Tempering Club w: t turned out 
for the annual event, normally 
held in nud-Novmeber. Known 
abroad as polar bears, the nation- 
wide dub's jolly members are 
called “walruses” by their coun- 
trymen. Local Walrus Chibs can 
be found across Russia, with 
more than 60 in Moscow alone. 
‘The water temperature is only 3 
degrees C (37 degrees 
Fahrenheit),” said Alexander 
Kolgushkin, die walruses* hale 
73-year-old president- “An ordin- 
ary person would soon die from 
swimming in this water.” Why 
would anyone risk hypothermia 
to plunge into a canal where the 
water is so chillmg it makes them 
shiver for hours afterward? “Be- 
cause it gives you ‘kife,’” said Mr. 
Kolgushkin, using the Russian 
slang word for a euphoric, drug- 
induced high. 
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